All Our
Shimmering Skies
Trent Dalton

Welcome to Your Booksellers’
Choice Reading Guide!
We have a selection of the best books for
the season, chosen for you by Australia’s
leading booksellers. There is something
to suit everyone - new Australian and
international fiction, biographies, history
and science books, along with a great
selection of children’s and YA titles.
Support your local bookshop. Visit us
online, send us an email or give us a call.
We are here to find the right book for you!

HarperCollins Australia
TPB $32.99
June release
In Boy Swallows Universe
you fell in love with Eli Bell. In All Our Shimmering
Skies you will fall in love with Molly Hook, the
motherless, gravedigger’s daughter who is on
a quest in the ‘deep country’ of the NT to lift a
family curse. A complex story of wonder peppered
with humour, poetry, and graceful descriptions of
people and place. Fans will not be disappointed.

Ghost Species
James Bradley

Text Publishing
TPB $29.99

Hamish Hamilton
Australia
TPB $29.99

June release
Ren is a hunter and trader in a
country in the grip of postcoup devastation. She lives a
frontier existence, surviving on the slopes of a remote
mountainside with a mixture of guile and forgetting.
The appearance of a young soldier upsets Ren’s
precarious stability as she is drawn into his search for a
local myth. Their lives merge and fray as they confront
their fears of the things they repress. With The Rain
Heron, Robbie Arnott once again pushes the limits of
Australian fiction in his magical follow up to Flames.

Below Deck
Sophie Hardcastle

Melting Moments
Anna Goldsworthy

The Dickens Boy
Tom Keneally

Allen & Unwin
TPB $29.99

Black Inc
TPB $29.99

Vintage Australia
TPB $32.99

Olivia is facing life after
university alone until she
meets Mac and Maggie,
who become her surrogate
parents and teach her the joys of a life at sea.
Years later, after a traumatic event on a boat, Oli
gives up the sailing life and moves to London for
a new life in the art world. A beautifully written
story of strength and survival, the power of love,
and finding colour in life again.
‘Sophie Hardcastle is a phenomenal, courageous
talent.’ - Clementine Ford

It is 1941 and young Ruby
leaves the family farm and
heads to Adelaide. After a
brief courtship, she enters
into a hasty marriage with a soldier about to
go to war – who returns a changed man. In her
captivating fiction debut, award-winning author
Goldsworthy brings a family to life as they move
through the decades. Trapped by the domestic
politeness of the times, Ruth’s story is a tender
and restrained portrait of the challenges of love.

The Dictionary
of Lost Words
Pip Williams

The Bass Rock
Evie Wyld
Vintage Australia
TPB $32.99

Affirm Press
TPB $32.99
Esme Nicoll’s childhood is
spent beneath the sorting
table in the ‘Scriptorium’ where her father works
to compile the Oxford English Dictionary’s first
edition. As an adult she maintains a reverence
for words, but it’s her own secret dictionary subversively curated with the help of those on
the margins of society - that gives meaning
to her own life and womanhood. A gentle yet
powerful debut.

From Miles Franklin
Award winner Evie Wyld
comes The Bass Rock,
a mesmerising gothic of three historically
interlinked family narratives. All are stories
of women, the loneliness of their isolation,
and the violence and abuse they endure.
Coastal Scotland is the setting, and Bass Rock
looms malevolently over these dark tales of
generational trauma, desolation and neglect.

Charles Dickens’ tenth child,
known as Plorn, was such a
poor student of school and life
that he was packed off to Australia at age 16. When
he arrives in 1868 he finds the same familiarity with
his father’s work as there was in England – a body of
work from which Plorn has never read a word. The
boy takes to outback Australia and finds himself
amidst friends, building self-esteem, and taking
chances in life. Quintessential Keneally, The Dickens
Boy is compassionate, funny and uplifting.

Sweetness
and Light
Liam Pieper
Hamish Hamilton
Australia
TPB $32.99
Connor, an Australian expat
with a brutal past, spends his time running lowstakes scams on tourists in a sleepy beachside
town in India. Sasha, an American in search of
spiritual guidance, heads to an isolated ashram
in the hope of mending a broken heart. When
one of Connor’s grifts goes horribly wrong, it sets
in motion a chain of events that brings the two
lost souls together. An intoxicating, unsettling
story of the battle between light and dark, love
and lust, morality and corruption.

Providence
Max Barry

The River Home
Hannah Richell

Hachette Australia TPB $32.99

Hachette Australia TPB $29.99

Four astronauts command a Providence-class
warship across the universe. Their alien foe,
‘salamanders,’ present increasingly complex
strategies for the ship’s super-advanced AI to
combat, and the four-year mission takes an inevitable toll on the
crew. A brilliant take on first contact, Providence is a sci-fi thriller
that examines mass psychology, species thinking, and the notion
of providence as not divine but utterly human.
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The Rain Heron
Robbie Arnott

The Sorrell family have one week to organise a
last-minute wedding at their house by the river,
set in a glorious rural landscape. Estranged
sister Margot returns home reluctantly, and the
reunion with her two sisters and her parents is
enough to reveal long-kept secrets, and simmering resentments.
But the truth can bring freedom and healing to this fractured family,
if only the truth will be told.

To counter the devastation
of climate induced
extinctions, scientists
are bio-engineering
ancient species to re-wild Earth’s scarred
ecosystems. Eve, the engineered Neanderthal
and daughter of scientists Kate and Jay, is one
of these ‘ghost species’ conjured into existence.
Her story interweaves grander narrative tensions
encompassing human ingenuity, frailty, love and
betrayal. Ghost Species is a rare treat, a novel
both profoundly intelligent and devastatingly real.

The Loudness of
Unsaid Things
Hilde Hinton

The Coconut
Children
Vivian Pham

Hachette Australia
TPB $29.99

Vintage Australia
TPB $32.99

This brilliant debut novel
tells the story of Susie,
who lives with her dad and
visits her mother regularly at the mind hospital.
She never knows who her mum might be, or who
will be at the hospital. It takes the enigmatic Miss
Kaye, who works at The Institute – a place for the
damaged, the outliers, the not-quite rights – to
see Susie and teach her that the loudness of
unsaid things can be music, and that living can
be more than surviving.

Stone Sky
Gold Mountain
Mirandi Riwoe

We Were
Never Friends
Margaret Bearman

U.Q.P.
TPB $29.99

Brio
TPB $29.99

In Stone Sky Gold
Mountain, Stella Prize
shortlistee Riwoe turns
our understanding of
gold-rush-era Australia on its head. A glimpse
into the lives of early Chinese settlers, as
siblings, Ying and Lau Yue try to eek out a
living in the harsh conditions of the Australian
goldfields. This is a book that elegantly
examines the racial and gender divides that
shaped Australia as a nation.

Lotti lives under the
shadow of her father
George, a brilliant and
celebrated Australian
painter. When she meets Kyla at a suburban
Canberra school, two worlds are set to collide.
Slowly Kyla is drawn into the orbit of the
Coates family. Or is it the other way around? A
compelling and powerful novel about friendship,
the pursuit of a creative life and the legacies we
leave behind.

Night Lessons in
Little Jerusalem
Rick Held

In the Time
of Foxes
Jo Lennan

Hachette Australia
TPB $29.99

Simon & Schuster
TPB $29.99

May release

May release

1941: Tholdi has just
turned 16 and like any
young man is buoyed
by the possibilities of life. All that changes
overnight as the Nazis reach his hometown of
Czernowitz. Tholdi and his family manage to
survive the ghetto and evade the concentration
camps, but at what cost? Rick Held’s moving
debut novel is based on the story of his own
father’s survival.

In this compelling
collection of short stories,
Jo Lennan presents a
diverse array of characters and scenarios. A
journalist on Mars, a cafe owner in Sydney, an
animal activist with a secret. All are shaped by
the world, to be capable of fox-like cunning and
shapeshifting. But has the world instilled in them
the much rarer commodity of wisdom?

Set in Sydney in the
1990s, The Coconut
Children follows two
childhood friends who
have taken very different paths in life. Told
through the stories of 16-year old Vince, who
spent two years in ‘juvie’, and Sonny who
watches the world go by from her window,
this book is a poignant examination of family,
violence and surviving the aftershocks of the
Vietnam-American War.

The Inland Sea
Madeleine Watts
Pushkin
TPB $29.99
In the early 19th century,
British explorer John
Oxley traversed the
unknown wilderness of
central Australia in search
of water. He never found it, but the myth of ‘the
inland sea’ lived on. Two centuries later, Oxley’s
great-great-great granddaughter is reckless
and adrift in the heart of Sydney. The Inland
Sea explores feminine fear, apathy, danger and
longing, against a backdrop of ecological and
personal crisis.

The Spill
Imbi Neeme
Viking Australia
TPB $32.99
June release
Winner of the Penguin
Literary Prize, The Spill is
a deeply affecting story of
family dysfunction. A single
incident - a car overturning on a remote road in West
Australia - is the catalyst for decades of trauma for
Nicole and Samantha Cooper. They both remember
the day their mother lost control of the car, but not
in the same way. No one was hurt in the crash, but
when their mother dies almost forty years later the
sisters must finally deal with the repercussions.

Sheerwater
Leah Swann

Desire Lines
Felicity Volk

HarperCollins Australia TPB $32.99

Hachette Australia TPB $32.99

Be prepared for this powerful and at times gut
wrenching read. An initial terrifying parental mystery
becomes a crafted and powerful study in human
relationships and the dangers that lie closest to
home. From a gifted new Australian writing talent,
Sheerwater is simply unputdownable.

‘Are you still a liar?’ The crafting of those five words,
even without dispatch, left her chilled. And so the
story of Paddy and Evie weaves together, crossing the
decades. This is an epic story of love and the lies we
tell ourselves to survive, and the reminder that even
truths which seem lost forever can find their way home.
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The Mirror
and the Light
Hilary Mantel
4th Estate
HB $45.00
One of this year’s most
highly anticipated books,
The Mirror and the Light is
Hilary Mantel’s magnificent
conclusion to her Man Booker Prize winning
trilogy, which began with Wolf Hall and continued
with Bring Up the Bodies. This epic masterpiece
navigates Thomas Cromwell’s final four years after
Anne Boleyn’s execution, and his further climb to
wealth and power in Henry VIII’s Tudor England,
until his eventual downfall and demise.

The Motion
of the Body
Through Space
Lionel Shriver
HarperCollins
Australia
TPB $32.99
May release
A bitter satire on the current obsession with
fitness, and the pain of ageing. Serenta and
Remington are in their sixties–Serenta has
always had an exercise regime but now her
knees are failing her. With no previous interest in
exercise, Remington suddenly decides to enter
a marathon. With their born-again daughter,
and possibly drug-dealing son, their lives are set
to implode in this witty, caustic novel which puts
the wellness industry under the mircoscope.
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Hamnet
Maggie O'Farrell

Amnesty
Aravind Adiga

Headline
TPB $32.99

Picador
TPB $29.99

From beloved writer
Maggie O’Farrell,
Hamnet reveals for the
first time in fiction the
story of heartbreaking
loss which inspired
Shakespeare’s most celebrated play. In 1596, a
young girl is taken to bed with bubonic fever.
Her twin brother Hamnet desperately searches
for help, only to succumb to the disease himself.
Hamnet is the story of the short life of the
famous playwright’s long forgotten son, of his
wife and daughters, and a family torn apart by
unimaginable grief.

Here We Are
Graham Swift
Scribner
HB $29.99
From the master
storyteller and Booker
Prize-winning author of
Last Orders, Here We
Are by Graham Swift
tells the story of Ronnie,
a brilliant young magician, Evie, his dazzling
assistant and Jack Robinson, everyone’s
favourite performer at the summer theater in
Brighton in 1959. As the summer progresses,
events unfold overshadowing the drama on
stage and changing the lives of the three
characters forever.

Dhananjaya ‘Danny’
Rajaratnam is a
Sri Lankan Tamil living
undocumented in
Sydney. Danny flies
low, eking a living
from the cash economy. When he discovers
a client he cleans for is murdered, Danny
confronts a dilemma: reporting what he
knows gets him deported, but a murderer
walks free. A stream of consciousness thriller,
Amnesty examines our global ethical failure
on immigration with stark originality.

Apeirogon
Colum McCann

A Thousand
Moons
Sebastian Barry
Faber
TPB $32.99
This stand-alone follow
up to Days Without End is
a beautiful and harrowing
novel of redemption
amidst the brutality of post-civil war Tennessee.
Winona, an orphaned Lakota girl, is adopted
by Thomas McNulty and Jonathan Cole. They
live as a family and work on Lige Magan’s farm
with freed slave siblings Rosalee and Tennyson.
But hatred and violence shape their lives, with
devastating consequences.

Redhead by the
Side of the Road
Anne Tyler

Bloomsbury
TPB $29.99
McCann’s stunning novel
is razor sharp while being
immensely broad in scope.
Two men on either side
of the Israeli-Palestinian
border have each lost a young daughter and
come together as part of a Combatants for
Peace group. A challenging but rewarding
read, McCann does justice to both sides of an
incredibly complex conflict, connecting history,
language, bird migrations, 1001 Arabian Nights
and man’s perpetual violence.

Chatto & Windus
TPB $29.99
Micah Mortimer is a
seemly uncomplicated
man. He is doted on by
his four older sisters and
their families, though he has never found love
for himself. He enjoys his weekly routine and
his quiet existence, until the day a young man
appears on his doorstep claiming to be his son.
You will find yourself chuckling and nodding in
agreement at Tyler’s keen observations about
love, family, and life’s missed connections.

Code Name
Hélène
Ariel Lawhon

The Night
Watchman
Louise Erdrich

The Book
of Longings
Sue Monk Kidd

Topics of
Conversation
Miranda Popkey

Simon & Schuster
TPB $32.99

Corsair
TPB $32.99

Headline
TPB $32.99

Serpent’s Tail
HB $29.99

May release
Based on the life of
Nancy Wake, the highlydecorated WWII Australian spy, this is a story of
danger, romance and intrigue. We learn about
her many code-names, her daring missions,
and the five million franc bounty on her head.
She then trains with the Special Operations
Executive in London to become Madame
Andree, one of the most ruthlessly effective
leaders of the French Resistance.

Multi-award winning
author Louise Erdrich
weaves together a
story of past and
future generations, outlining the complexities
behind preservation and progress. Looking at
Native American land rights in the 1950’s she
grapples with the best and worst impulses of
human nature, illuminating the loves and lives,
desires and ambitions of her characters with
compassion, wit and intelligence.

May release
It is simply impossible
not to be completely
captivated by the
story of Ana, a rebellious young woman who
becomes the wife of Jesus. Sue Monk Kidd,
author of the bestselling The Secret Life of Bees,
has produced a book rich in historical detail,
reimagining the events of the first century from
a woman’s perspective.

For lovers of Sally Rooney
or Lisa Taddeo, this
startlingly original debut
comprises conversations
over twenty years of the unknown narrator’s
life. They are raw and uncomfortable, revealing
the narrator’s thoughts on her experience and
understanding of topics like sex, motherhood,
power and disgust. It is an intimate and erotic
book that covers multitudes, from Norman
Mailer’s abuse of his wife to an overnight
affair with a sadist, all the while interrogating
love and intimacy as illusory and shame as
almost inevitable. A fascinating, challenging
rumination on female desire, self-destruction
and reawakening.

The City We Became
N. K. Jemisin

House of Earth and Blood
Sarah J Maas

A Theatre for Dreamers
Polly Samson

A Strange Country
Muriel Barbery

Orbit
TPB $32.99

Bloomsbury Publishing
TPB $29.99

Bloomsbury Circus
TPB $29.99

Text
TPB $29.99

This astonishing novel imagines New York City
as newly sentient, its five boroughs as super-hero
avatars who must defend the city from arch villain the
woman in white. Jemisin, a multi Hugo Award winner,
weaves a supernatural horror story and a love letter
to New York. It is unlike anything I have ever read,
with its multi-verse approach to the city’s awakening
personas and the horror story they must confront.

Bryce Quinlan’s life changes when one
of her closest friends is murdered by a
demon. But when the crimes continue even
though the murderer is behind bars, she is
paired with a Fallen angel whose freedom
depends on the success of the case. A
page-turning suspense novel with some
romance on the side.

May release
In this glorious and evocative novel set in 1960,
18 year old Erica, her brother and their lovers
are drawn into the dramas of the poets, the
writers, and the painters, who gather around
the Australian writers, Charmian Clift, and her husband, George
Johnston, on the island of Hydra. A grieving Erica seeks out Charmian,
hoping to discover her own path in life.

During the longest war humankind has endured,
two young Spanish officers abandon their post
to follow the charismatic Petrus across a bridge
only he can see. In a place of lingering mists
and poetry, the fate of our world and its living
creatures will be decided. By the author of The
Elegance of the Hedgehog, A Strange Country, is a literary fantasy for
fans of Kazuo Ishiguro, Margaret Atwood and David Mitchell.
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The Glass Hotel
Emily St. John Mandel

Utopia Avenue
David Mitchell

Truganini
Cassandra Pybus

Daddy Cool
Darleen Bungey

Friends and Rivals
Brenda Niall

Picador TPB $29.99

Sceptre TPB $32.99

Allen & Unwin
TPB $32.99

Allen & Unwin
TPB $32.99

Text
TPB $34.99

Emily St John Mandel takes a financial scam –
the Ponzi scheme – and builds out from that
centre as the impacts broaden and worsen.
While following the interlinked stories of Paul
and his sister Vincent, Mandel introduces a vast
array of characters, time frames and settings,
much as she did with the incredible Station Eleven. The Glass Hotel
builds a relentless sense of doom that keeps you guessing, with its
many perspectives seemingly unrelated until the strands are inexorably
drawn together. An ambitious and masterful novel.

David Mitchell returns after a five-year absence
with his ambitious new novel, Utopia Avenue. It
is the second half of the 1960s, and we follow the
eponymous band’s mercurial ascension from Soho
clubs to the top of the charts. Releasing only two
albums, Utopia Avenue crashes through the dark side of the cultural
revolution in this devilish novel of music, art, and the seduction of fame.

Gathering Dark
Candice Fox

Hitler’s Peace
Philip Kerr

Penguin TPB $32.99

Quercus TPB $32.99

Former prisoner Blair Harbour is trying
to get her life (and son) back, swapping
surgical scrubs for shifts at the local gas
station. After an armed hold-up, she
becomes embroiled in a dangerous and
crazy effort to track down her cellmate’s
daughter with the help of the detective
who put Blair behind bars. Fox is one of Australia’s most
exciting crime writers, with a knack for quirky characters.

Hitler’s Peace is an alternate history thriller that
sees Hitler seeking peace with Roosevelt, Stalin
and Churchill, while in the background there are
rumblings of a coup in the Third Reich. Enter
philosophy professor Willard Mayer, Roosevelt’s
envoy charged with navigating the shifting truths
in a Germany riven with nasty rivalries and free
from conventional morality. A thoroughly enjoyable historical thriller
from the author of the much-loved Bernie Gunther series, Philip Kerr.

The Hunted
Gabriel Bergmoser

Torched
Kimberley Starr

HarperCollins Australia TPB $29.99

Pantera Press TPB $29.99

June release

A small Yarra Valley town has been devastated
by a bushfire, and Reefton Primary School
Principal, Phoebe Warton can’t sleep. She’s
the single mother of Caleb who is accused of
starting the fire – on purpose. Twelve people
are dead, students from her school among
them. But where was her son that day? No
one knows but Caleb, and he’s not talking.

Frank runs a service station in the middle
of nowhere and spends his days isolated
and repenting for the sins of his past. When
a badly injured woman arrives in a bloody
and battered station wagon and collapses
on his doorstep, Frank is forced into a dangerous standoff with her
pursuers. Gripping, vivid, and unrelenting, The Hunted is a taut
suspense novel reminiscent of Wake in Fright and Wolf Creek.

The Good Turn
Dervla McTiernan

Trace Elements
Donna Leon

HarperCollins Australia
TPB $32.99

William Heinemann
TPB $32.99

Fans of The Ruin and The Scholar (like me!)
will be thrilled to see Cormac Reilly and his
colleagues back for another investigation.
With her third novel, McTiernan tackles
police corruption more deeply, along with
a little girl who won’t talk and another little
girl whose disappearance leads to tragedy. These three things come
together in one small town to make another great crime novel.
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July release

Hard to believe, but this is the twenty-ninth
novel in Donna Leon’s Venetian crime series
and she still writes a gripping crime novel.
The cryptic words of a dying hospital patient
lead Commissario Brunetti to investigate a
family tragedy, which leads to the discovery of a serious health
threat to the region. With her memorable characters and skilled
storytelling, Leon again shows us the ambiguous nature of justice.

Cassandra Pybus’
ancestors told a story
of an old Aboriginal
woman who would
wander across their farm
on Bruny Island, just off the coast of south-east
Tasmania, throughout the 1850s and 1860s.
As a child, Cassandra didn’t know this woman
was Truganini, the last of the Nuenonne
clan. Now the award-winning author and
historian has given us a haunting story of the
extraordinary Aboriginal woman behind the
myth of 'the last Tasmanian Aborigine'.

May release
Following two award
winning biographies,
Darleen Bungey takes
a more personal
look at the life of Lawrie Brooks, once
a heartthrob crooner who outsold Bing
Crosby, who also happens to be Bungey's
father. As a child, Lawrie's past was simply
background conversation, but after he
passed away, Bungey set out to discover
more about the man she knew as dad. Warm
and conversational, a sweet family history.

She I Dare
Not Name
Donna Ward
Allen & Unwin
TPB $29.99
This is the [wo]manifesto
of ‘She I Dare Not
Name’: a captivating
rumination on solitary
life, a meditation on self-acceptance, love
and belonging through immense social,
environmental and economic upheaval. A
stunning portrait of resilience in a society that
blindsides the ageing and the lonely, revealing
the incontrovertible truth; that the strongest
clay is indeed forged in the hottest kiln.

A fascinating insight
to the careers and
personal lives of four
talented Australian
writers and the
society for whom they
wrote. Niall has turned her research into
entertaining reading and engenders even
greater admiration for the achievements of
Ethel Turner, Barbara Baynton, Henry Handel
Richardson and Nettie Palmer who were
true pioneers of Australia’s literary scene.

A Bigger Picture
Malcolm Turnbull

Life in A Box
Sarah Jane Adams

Hardie Grant
HB $55.00

Murdoch Books
HB $39.99

Many will be keen
to read Malcolm
Turnbull’s perspective
on his turbulent
political career and
his recent Prime
Ministership. While a fascinating story of
internecine party politics, there is much more
to Turnbull, from his careers in journalism, the
law, and investment banking. The Spycatcher
trial is a standout, but what strikes is Turnbull’s
candid reflections of his childhood, which are
elegantly written and surprisingly affecting.

At 62, the author and
subject of Life in a Box,
Sarah Jane Adams turns
ageing into a good
news story, a bit of an art form. In a world
that all too often denigrates getting older,
Adams embraces and celebrates her wrinkles,
throwing to the wind the idea that age makes
us invisible, feeble. Bright, and full of fun.

Fourteen
Shannon Molloy

Displaced: A Rural Life
John Kinsella

Simon & Schuster
TPB $29.99

Transit Lounge
TPB $29.99

Balancing humour and sadness, Shannon
Molloy’s Fourteen tells the story of his
fourteenth year in a homophobic small
town in Queensland. It is a story of
struggle and adversity, and of survival.
Molloy writes of the torment of being
bullied, the devastation of his first crush and heartbreak, and of
the bitterness of discovering the betrayal of adults who should
have protected him. With the love of his family and fiercely
protective mother, Molloy endured the adversity and survived
to feel pride in his identity.

In this tender and intelligent memoir of
his life in rural Western Australia, Kinsella
reveals some of himself and a great deal of
his views on a number of significant issues,
revealing living life for the values of pacifism,
veganism, environmentalism and justice for
First Nation peoples. This is both an eclectic mixture of personal
reminiscence and ultimately a call of action to each of us.
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We Can’t Say
We Didn’t Know
Sophie McNeill

The Truth Hurts
Andrew Boe
Hachette Australia
TPB $29.99

ABC Books
TPB $34.99
ABC investigative reporter
and former Middle East
correspondent Sophie
McNeill takes us into the
lives of refugees, doctors, women and children–
collateral damage in the ‘age of impunity.’
Through these experiences McNeill exposes the
brutality and hypocrisy of a world in which facts
are malleable tools of disinformation. Somehow
hope endures but when food is a tool of war
and children are human shields, morality can
seem moot.

Allen & Unwin
PB $19.99

May release
The child of Burmese
migrants, barrister
Andrew Boe has always
seen himself as an outsider within the Australian
justice system establishment. Through the
cases that have shaped his life and career, Boe
argues we must acknowledge the flaws in the
system and contribute to a real conversation
about the human cost of not getting to the truth.
Guaranteed to get people talking.

For anyone who has
ever smiled and nodded
knowingly rather than
admit they don’t know
what someone is talking about, Pedantic is a
compendium of 100 words and phrases that
‘smart’ people need to know. Covering specific
words like shibboleth and bildungsroman,
Latin phrases like the legal concept of prima
facie, and what things such as quantum physics
actually are, Pedantic is a funny and informative
way to fake it till you make it.

The Future of Us:
Demography Gets
a Makeover
Liz Allen
NewSouth Publishing
PB $29.99
In The Future of Us,
Dr Liz Allen draws
on past, present and
projected demographic data such as age,
gender, fertility and migration status to
paint a picture of the social and economic
trajectory of Australia. This is a clear
analysis of population dynamics, one that
clears the fake news fog and politicised
speculations, because Allen looks at the
numbers knowing how to read them.

The Watermill
Arnold Zable

The School of
Restoration
Alice Achan

Text
TPB $32.99
A quartet of true stories
that take place across
cities in Asia, the Middle
East and Europe to
present day Melbourne.
Each story while unique in its location, depicts
the trauma of survival and the nature of
resilience, the importance of bearing witness to
the past and finding a way to live in the present.
With The Watermill, Zable demonstrates the
enduring power of a story well told.

Allen & Unwin
TPB $32.99
Alice Achan grew up in
northern Uganda and
from the time she was
5 was terrorised by the
Lord’s Resistance Army, HIV/Aids taking her loved
ones and depression. The only thing lifting her
out of her depression was becoming a caretaker
for a teenage girl and her baby, who was born as
a result of rape. Alice created an organisation to
help other young women who were victims of the
sexual assault, the organisation was nicknamed
‘The School of Restoration’.

More
Philip Coggan

Party Animals
Samantha Maiden

Man Raises Boy
Rob Sturrock

My Lucky Stroke
Sarah Brooker

Profile Books
TPB $34.99

Penguin Australia
TPB $34.99

Allen & Unwin
PB, $29.99

Affirm Press
TPB $29.99

Money makes the world go around and in this
new tracing of history, starting in prehistoric
times around 7000 BC, Philip Coggan examines
how trade, industry and economy has spurred
the greatest changes in history. More shows
that as much as development in economies, it was connections of
people – through exchange of trade and ideas – that created the
current conditions of prosperity.

The Ratline
Philippe Sands
W&N
TPB $34.99
May release
As Governor of Galicia,
Otto Von Wachter oversaw
the mass killings of
hundreds and thousands of Jews and Poles,
including the authors own family. At the end of
the war, Von Wachter remained in hiding and
on the run until his mysterious death on the
way to Argentina via the ‘ratline’. Using diaries
and letters, Sands is able to piece together an
account of Von Wachter’s daily life before, during
and after the war and is able to unravel some of
the mystery surrounding this Nazi fugitive.
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Pedantic
Ross Petras &
Kathryn Petras

Uncover the secret history of a Labor fiasco,
read the untold story behind Scott Morrison’s
‘miracle’, and discover the dark arts of ‘dirt
units’ in this fascinating book which delves into
the depths of the 2019 Australian election and
pulls out a collection of secrets, lies, lawyers and covert recordings.
There is plenty of gory detail and insight into the shambolic
campaign of Bill Shorten.

Raising boys into better men is incumbent upon
all parents, but fathers have a huge role to play.
Rob Sturrock asks men to listen to the women in
their lives, and to acknowledge the entrenched
gender power imbalance. Sturrock speaks
with dads such as ex-trade unionist Tony Sheldon, Federal MP Darren
Chester and chef Adam Liaw about the challenges of raising boys for
whom gender equality and respect are hallmarks of masculinity.

The Ghost and
the Bounty Hunter
Adam Courtenay

The Battles for
Kokoda Plateau
David W. Cameron

When Life is
Not Peachy
Pip Lincolne

ABC Books
TPB $29.99

Allen & Unwin
PB $32.99

Murdoch Books
HB $32.99

This is a fascinating
but lesser-known
Australian story. In
1803, the convict William Buckley fled into
the wilderness from an early settlement in
Victoria. He was found starving and near
death by the local Aboriginal people who
thought he was a lost kinsman. He remained
with them for 32 years as a Wadawurrung man
until John Batman claimed the land to build a
new city we now know as Melbourne.

Military historian David
Cameron shares with us
powerful new insights into
the critical first weeks of fighting to halt the
Japanese advance across Papua New Guinea
to Port Moresby. He outlines the three weeks
of battle by a small Australian militia force, the
39th Battalion, to keep the Japanese at bay.
Outnumbered by at least three to one, they
fought courageously to hold the Kokoda Plateau.

When life has taken a
difficult turn, our heart
is aching and we’re only
just holding it together, it’s easy to question
everything. Who even am I, and how will I
keep going? This book is a gentle guide for
navigating loss, grief or other sad times – a
resource both for those who are downhearted
and those supporting a loved one.

At the exact moment she crashed her car,
an aneurysm in Sarah’s brain burst. A quick
medical response saved her life, but it was
changed forever. When she awoke weeks later,
she had no recollection of her life – apart
from her studies as a neuroscientist. After learning to walk and talk
again, Sarah went on to earn an Honours degree and a PhD.
An extraordinary, insightful memoir.

Phosphorescence
Julia Baird
4th Estate
HB $32.99
Beautifully written
and well researched
Phosphorescence
examines the quest for
inner strength, the light
within us all. We know that being kind and
altruistic, talking to people, forging relationships
and living with meaning is our best chance at
achieving happiness. But how do we retain
happiness? By seeking out awe in the natural
world Julia Baird has created a comforting,
intimate and inspiring mediation on sustaining
us when life darkens.

The Joy of Money
Kate McCallum &
Julia Newbould
Bauer Books
PB $29.99
The Joy of Money is
an Australian guide
to women’s financial
independence giving you essential knowledge
and a step-by-step guide to achieving it. It
starts with the personal foundations of money–
our values, goals and priorities. It then covers
the practical elements–creating a system for
managing money, career, family, relationships,
investment, superannuation, insurance, wills and
estate planning and retirement planning.
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Fire Country
Victor Steffensen
Hardie Grant
PB $29.99
In this timely book,
Indigenous land
management expert
Victor Steffensen explains
how traditional ‘cool
burning’ can both renew the land and limit the
intensity of bushfires. Steffensen says the practice
is cultural and involves reading the landscape and
understanding the ways flora, fauna and insects
help us know when burning is appropriate. A vital
book given the environmental challenges we
currently face.

Rivers:
The Lifeblood
of Australia
Ian Hoskins
National Library
of Australia
PB $49.99
May release
The Australian nation has been shaped by
its rivers ever since the arrival of the first
Australians tens of thousands of years ago.
In Rivers: The lifeblood of Australia, Ian
Hoskins provides a compelling survey of ten
of Australia’s river systems. From Melbourne’s
iconic Yarra River to the alligator-filled rivers of
Kakadu, this book highlights the vital role rivers
play in our ecosystem and explores the history
of our complex ties to water.

Sustainable
Escapes
Lonely Planet
Lonely Planet
HB $29.99
Discover the world’s
best eco-conscious
travel experiences and places to stay. A curated
collection of the world’s best low-impact resorts
and experiences. From eco lodges and offgrid camps to responsible wildlife watching,
conservation opportunities and community
stays, Sustainable Escapes showcase the best
eco-conscious trips and places to stay. So if
you have ever dreamt of practicing yoga on
the shores of Lake Nicaragua or traveling with
nomads in Mongolia this is the book for you.

10

The Future
We Choose:
Surviving the
Climate Crisis
Christiana Figueres &
Tom Rivett-Carnac
Manilla
PB $27.99
We have two choices
for our future – but we can only choose it in
this decade. Our parents did not have this
choice because they didn’t have the capital,
technologies, or understanding. And for our
children, it will be too late. We know what we
need to do to, and we have everything we need
to do it. Practical, optimistic, and empowering,
this book on climate change is essential reading.

Fathoms
Rebecca Giggs
Scribe Publications
TPB $35.00
When Rebecca Giggs
found a beached whale
on her local beach in
Perth, she wondered
what the lives of
whales could tell us about the condition of
our seas. Giggs explores these creatures from
the impact of the whaling in Japan to the
plastic problem in the oceans. For readers of
Rachel Carson and Rebecca Solnit, Rebecca
Giggs is an essential new voice in this time of
environmental crisis.

Secret City
Lonely Planet
Lonely Planet
HB $29.99
Immerse yourself in
the world’s coolest
neighbourhoods with
Lonely Planet’s Secret
City. An essential guide for travellers wanting
to discover the best hidden gems and things
to do in 50 cities. With easy to navigate
neighbourhood maps you will be able to eat,
drink and shop off the well-trodden tourist path.
This guide will ensure you have unique and
memorable trips.

The Power
of Suffering
David Roland
Simon & Schuster
TPB $32.99
David Roland has been
a practising psychologist
for many years and well
versed in managing the
suffering experienced by his patients. When a
life-altering trauma affects his family directly, he
develops an even greater interest in how people
combat and grow from crisis. Following eleven
people and with his own experiences, Roland
shows us how we can triumph after our life has
been turned upside down.

The Language
of Butterflies
Wendy Williams
Black Inc
PB $29.99
June release
Butterflies are beloved
across the globe. Their
feats are staggering and they are smarter than
we think. What draws us to these creatures so
intensely? Science journalist Wendy Williams
investigates butterflies across the globe, their
habitats and the ancient partnership between
butterflies and humans, and the ways we
depend on them today – from a bellwether
on climate change to a source of life-saving
medical technology.

Falastin: A
Cookbook
Sami Tamimi &
Tara Wigley

A Year of Simple
Family Food
Julia Busuttil
Nishimura

Now for
Something Sweet
Monday Morning
Cooking Club

Ebury Press
HB $49.99

Plum
PB $39.99

HarperCollins
Australia
HB $49.99

In Falastin: A Cookbook,
Sami Tamimi and Tara
Wigley, co-authors of Jerusalem, Ottolenghi:
The Cookbook and Ottolenghi SIMPLE, share
their love for Palestinian food, its people and
their stories. With beautiful food and travel
photography, it explores the delicious and
differing regional cuisines of Palestine. Tamimi
and Wigley modernise classic recipes, providing
a variety of dishes, sweet and savoury, accessible
for any home cook.

Beatrix Bakes
Natalie Paull
Hardie Grant
HB $45.00
Over seventy mouthwatering recipes
from Natalie Paull’s
popular Melbourne
bakery Beatrix accompanied by full colour
photography and illustrations. Full of tips for
creating the perfect bake, Paull guides you
through the process to create these classics
with a modern twist and encourages you to
make them your own. This book will make you
want to bake up a storm!

The Joy
of Water
Lonely Planet

Design
Lives Here
Penny Craswell

Lonely Planet
HB $29.99

Thames & Hudson
Australia
HB $59.99

May release
At the heart of
this gorgeous collection of 80 water centric
personal travel experiences – from the most
refreshing lidos, hot springs, open water, wild
swims, to sea breezes away from the crowds–is
the allure of water and our own connections to
this most powerful of elements. Be inspired to
float away across the globe!

Design Lives Here
features some of Australia’s most stunning
interiors, furnishings and lighting. Showcasing
a diverse range of twenty-one houses and
apartments from Californian bungalows to
inner city high rises. It highlights the unique
and unrestrained character of Australian
residential design as influenced by our
geographic isolation and inspired our local
materials and environment.

May release
A cookbook that enables you to make the most
of great seasonal ingredients. Be inspired and
enjoy cooking Julia Busuttil Nishimura's simple
family style recipes all year around. Arranged by
seasons and centered on delicious food – from
quick recipes to slower cooked dishes – this is all
about generous, unfussy food the whole family
can enjoy.

The ladies of the
Monday Morning Cooking Club return with
another mouth-watering cookbook. This time,
they have explored the global Jewish diaspora
to compile the most delectable collection of
sweet treats imaginable. What truly makes
this book special is the MMCC’s trademark
inclusion of heart-warming origin stories printed
alongside each recipe, making this book part
memoir, part dessert how-to guide. An entirely
delicious adventure.

An Australian
Garden
Philip Cox

Plants for
the People
Erin Lovell Verinder

Thames & Hudson
Australia
HB $70.00

Thames & Hudson
Australia
HB $39.99

Some forty years ago,
renowned architect Philip Cox and a group of
like-minded friends purchased 80 hectares of the
NSW south coast that was depleted by logging
and agriculture. An Australian Garden documents
the results of the following years spent
establishing a curated rewilding, working with
nature to reveal and enhance the bushland. A
gorgeously illustrated book that reconceptualises
the idea of an Australian garden.

Offering a beginner’s
guide to plant medicine,
Plants for People harnesses an ancient
knowledge of medicinal plants to enhance
self-care and wellbeing for the contemporary
world. With easy-to-follow recipes and
remedies - think teas, tinctures, syrups and
balms - to naturally address a range of
common modern-day ailments, this guide will
help readers to explore the world of natural
healing with a master herbalist.

Still
Natalie Walton
Hardie Grant
HB $60.00
May release
Natalie Walton
introduces us to the
SLOW movement– Living Sustainable. Local.
Organic. And Whole. Our homes are ideally
placed to support this philosophy. This
beautiful book explores the homes of twenty
people from around the world - enlightening
us as to why they chose the SLOW path and
how it has benefitted their lives.

Nell
Nell
Emily Kame Kngwarreye
Emily Kame Kngwarreye
Thames & Hudson Australia, HB $29.99 each
June release
The Mini Monograph series of Australian
female artists is an elegant and fresh take
on the artists monograph. What sets these
works apart is the introductions, in this case
by Robert Foster and Colm Tóibín.
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Nine Lives
Newton
Alice McKinley
Simon & Schuster
PB $14.99
Newton, the dog, has
just discovered that he has nine lives, so he
sets off to live life dangerously. He may be
mistaken though. Cats are said to have nine
lives, not dogs. Luckily, he has a friend intent
on keeping him out of harm’s way. A funny
story that will have you barracking for Newton.

The Artist
Alison Binks

The Bad Bassinis
Clair Hume

Berbay
HB $26.99

Scholastic Press
HB $17.99

Alison Binks, an artist
herself, has written a
tale of an artist that
celebrates childhood freedom and creativity
and nature. A book that will encourage young
readers to embrace their inner artist and see
the details of their environment. This is such
a respectful way to honour children’s interest
in their artwork and to validate the time they
devote to developing their skills.

Duck Apple Egg
Glenda Millard and
Martina Heiduczek
(illus)

There's Only
One Mum
Like You
Jess Racklyeft

ABC Kids
HB $24.99

Affirm Press
HB $19.99

A new picture book for the very young, from
multi-award winning author Glenda Millard.
This is the delightfully simple story about the joys
of playing in a garden. Beautifully illustrated by
Martina Heiduczek, it has a timeless charm and
will be treasured by families everywhere.

A special tribute to all mums and the many ways
they show their love from “creating the longest
slides” to telling “quiet stories” and, best of all,
for being there when they are needed most.
This delightfully illustrated book is a perfect gift.

The meanest and
baddest dogs in town,
the big Bassinis, learn some valuable lessons
about strength and power when they meet
Pipsqueak, the little puppy who seems to be
bringing out the best in everyone. Have the
Bassinis finally met their match!

Dugong Magic
Deborah Kelly
Lothian
HB $26.99
More than half the world’s
dugongs or “sea cows”
live in Australian waters and are vulnerable to
extinction. This beautifully illustrated story for
the very young explores how we can change
our behaviours and help these creatures, once
mistaken for mermaids, flourish again.

The Astronaut's
Cat
Tohby Riddle

Landing
with Wings
Trace Balla

Claris:
Bonjour Riviera
Megan Hess

Allen & Unwin
Children
HB $24.99

Allen & Unwin
Children
HB $27.99

Hardie Grant
Egmont
HB $24.99

Have you ever wondered what house-cats think
about the outside world? Are trees and grass
as foreign to them as the surface of the moon
would be to us? The Astronaut's Cat playfully
conceptualises space travel and Earth from the
perspective of a Moon-dwelling feline. Perfect for
4-8 year olds.

Miri and her mother have moved to a new place
and there’s a lot to get used to after leaving
behind family and needing to make new friends.
Balla uses the local seasons and nature’s cycles
to frame this lovingly illustrated graphic novel/
picture book which celebrates our natural
environment and local communities.

Girl from the Sea
Margaret Wild and Jane Tanner (illus)

Timmy the Ticked-off Pony #1
Magda Szubanski

Allen & Unwin Children HB $24.99

Scholastic Press PB $16.99

“Who lives in that cottage by the sea? I wish,
I wish, I wish it was me’. Multi award winning
author Margaret Wild has written a poetic
ghost story for older readers. The lyrical text
is accompanied by stunning and haunting
illustrations by renowned illustrator Jane Tanner.

Timmy the TV star is one of the most famous ponies
in the world and now he wants to make it big in the
movies. All is on track until the most embarrassing
thing ever happens. This funny new series from
award-winning comedian and author Magda
Szubanski is just right for early readers.

Scary Mary and the Stripe Spell:
Monty's Island 1
Emily Rodda and Lucinda Gifford
(illus)

Billie B Brown
The Honey Bees;
The Grumpy Neighbour;
The Hat Parade
Sally Rippin

Allen & Unwin Children PB $14.99

Backyard Birds
Helen Milroy

Mum’s Elephant
Maureen Jipiyiliya
Nampijinpa O’Keefe
and Christina Booth
(illus)

Fremantle Press
HB $19.99
A bright and colourful
celebration of the native
birds in our backyards. Great for reading aloud
with its joyful rhyming text – you can hear the
birdsong coming off the pages.

Magabala Books
PB $17.99
Colourful and vibrant illustrations bring to life
this story of a treasured childhood memory set
in a remote desert Indigenous community. The
warmth and joy of being part of a family and
community are explored as the clues of Mum’s
elephant are slowly revealed.

Sometimes Cake
Edwina Wyatt
Walker Books Australia
HB $24.99
May release
Audrey and Lion are the best of friends and always looking for things to
celebrate, especially if cake is involved. This is a delightful book about
finding joy and honouring the everyday things that make us happy, even
on the most ordinary of days.
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Brother Moon
Maree McCarthy
Yoelu and
Samantha Fry (illus)
Magabala Books
HB $24.99

Claris – the ‘chicest
mouse in Paris’ – has
her third adventure on the French Riviera, in
delightful rhyme and high fashion style. The
charming illustrations (Hess works as a fashion
illustrator) make for a fun adventure as Claris
makes a new friend and takes a trip on a private
jet and a superyacht.

Monty and his island dwelling friends find out
that a dreaded pirate, Scary Mary, is searching
for a new island home. Things get worse when
Monty’s friend accidentally turns the island
stripy – now they can’t hide… They will need some clever ideas to save
themselves from a pirate takeover…

Hardie Grant Egmont
PB $7.99 each
What better way to celebrate ten years of the irrepressible Billie B Brown
than with three new stories. How exciting that another wave of children
embarking on their own reading journeys will get to make friends with the
brave, brilliant and bold Billie B Brown.

A gorgeous Indigenous story of a greatgrandfather, his connection to the moon, and his
great-grandson. This book shares the importance
of being contacted to the earth with its young
readers, and how we can be guided by the natural
world around us.

Peter and the
Tree Children
Peter Wohlleben

Anzac Girl:
The War Diaries
of Alice Ross-King
Kate Simpson and
Jess Racklyeft (illus)

Piccolo Nero
HB $25.99

A&U Children
HB $24.99

June release
Peter Wohlleben is the author of the bestselling
book The Hidden Life of Trees. In this adaptation for children, Peter
the forester meets Piet the squirrel. Peter takes Piet around the forest
to show him the families of the trees, how trees communicate and the
ecosystems that make forests so special. This book is full of interesting
facts woven into a sweet story.

Alice Ross-King went off to war in 1914 to
become what she always wanted to be – a nurse.
She was more than that though. She was brave,
humble and endlessly compassionate and went
on to become the most decorated woman
in Australia. Perfect for 6 to 12-year-olds to
examine an important part of history.

Lightning Strike:
E-boy 1
Anh Do and
Chris Wahl (illus)
A&U Children
PB $14.99
Before the discovery of
his brain tumor Ethan
was a regular teen whose life revolved around
girls and coding. During his experimental
operation, a lightning strike causes a power
surge between his brain and Gemini, his
android doctor, giving Ethan hacking
superpowers and Gemini sentience. Techsavvy Anh Do fans aged 10-14 years will
enjoy this electrifying new sci-fi series.

The Ghost of
Howlers Beach
Jackie French
HarperCollins Australia
PB $16.99
It’s 1932 and Butter
O’Bryan lives in a Very
Small Castle with father
Pongo and his three aunts – Aunt Elephant,
Aunt Cake and Aunt Peculiar. This story of
mystery, ghosts and buried bones blends a
good dose of humour (as you can tell by those
names). The author’s notes included are worth
reading prior to commencing.
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Her Perilous
Mansion
Sean Williams
Allen & Unwin Children
PB $16.99
Almanac and Etta find
themselves employed in a
mostly deserted mansion
where the inhabitants are not as they seem.
They find that words have magic and they must
solve the mystery of this strange house before
it’s too late

The Unadoptables
Hana Tooke

Wink
Rob Harrell

Puffin PB $16.99

HarperCollins Australia
PB $19.99

May release
One evening a conniving
stranger arrives at the Little
Tulip Orphanage, forcing
five unadoptable orphans to flee to a haunted
windmill once owned by a puppet-maker.
Milou must use her imagination and the special
talents of her friends to find the parents who
abandoned her.

The January Stars
Kate Constable

The Book of Chance
Sue Whiting

Allen & Unwin Children
PB $16.99

Walker Books Australia
PB $17.99

Clancy and Tash accidently
kidnap their grandfather
from his aged care home
and set off to find him a
better place to live. Along the way the sisters
learn to trust their instincts and discover they are
more resourceful and resilient than they realised.

Chance is in Year 7 and
thinks there couldn’t be
anything more exciting than
having a home makeover
show filmed in your own home. But that was
before terrible secrets are uncovered under the
floorboards and she discovers that everything is
not as it seems. Reality TV, social media, fact vs.
fiction, friendship and family ties are all a part of
this riveting read.

Twelve-year-old Ross wants
nothing more than to be
a typical middle schooler,
but he has a rare form of
eye cancer and now he’s
known as “the cancer kid”. Just when his anger
is getting the better of him, he finds out who his
real friends are, and discovers a love of music
and art.

The Threads
of Magic
Alison Croggon
Walker
PB $16.99
Pip is a master of not being
seen, particularly by the
nobles he just stole a silver
casket from. Unknowingly, he has set in motion
a desperate chase to find the heart hidden in
the casket before it unleashes a forbidden world
of magic. A lyrical tale of friendship and bravery
that will captivate readers.

The Year the Maps Changed
Danielle Binks

The Republic of Birds
Jessica Miller

Lothian PB $17.99

Text PB $16.99

May release

Olga knows that she is different and when she
is exiled with her family to the frozen mountains
at the edge of the known world, she discovers
that she has magic in her fingertips. Will it be
enough to save her younger sister after she is
kidnapped? This magical story will captivate you
from beginning to end.

Fred lives in a coastal town with her grandfather,
adoptive father, his girlfriend, and her son. Combine
that with a new baby on the way and changing
friendships at school and it doesn’t feel like there’s
much room left for Fred. It gets even more complicated when a group of
Kosovar-Albanian refugees are brought to stay just down the road and
people’s true colours are brought to the fore. A fabulous coming-of-age
story with lots of heart.

Robin Hood:
Hacking, Heists & Flaming Arrows
Robert Muchamore

Alex Rider:
Nightshade
Anthony Horowitz

Hotkey PB $14.99

Walker PB $16.99

A thrilling adventure with plenty of laughs along
the way. This modern retelling sets 12 year old
Robin Hood and his brother Little John on
a journey from Locksley High School to the
abandoned “Designer Outlets Mall” in Sherwood Forest. Here he
teams up with Marion Maid and her band to save Locksley from the
evil Sheriff, bow and arrow in hand! Perfect for reluctant readers.

Alex Rider thought his days with Special
Operations M16 were over and he could focus
on his school work, but Nightshade has London
in its deadly sights and only one 15-year-old can
stop them. Hopefully, because Alex is about to
meet his toughest adversary ever.

This reading guide is printed on 100gsm Offset (uncoated) and fully PEFC certified paper. The PEFC (Program
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification scheme) promotes sustainable forest management and resources.
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The Tell
Martin Chatterton
Puffin
PB $16.99
May release
A ‘tell’ is a sign a person
gives out accidently and
14-year old Ray Tanic is an
expert at picking them. With his dad–a mafia
boss and in jail–Ray wants nothing to do with
the ‘family business’. But these ‘tells’ keep
coming at Ray and he knows something is
about to go down. A pacey adventure story
for readers 12+.

Please Don’t
Hug Me
Kay Kerr

How to Grow
a Family Tree
Eliza Henry Jones

Text
PB $19.99

HarperCollins Australia
PB $22.99

Lately Erin seems to have
more bad days than good.
Her license test went badly,
she is behind on saving for schoolies and now
she’s lost her job. As she struggles to find a way
forward the only thing that provides some solace
is writing to her brother Rudy. A coming-of-age
story about accepting who you are and the ups
and downs of finding your own place in the world.

Deep Water
Sarah Epstein

The Vanishing Deep
Astrid Scholte

Allen & Unwin Children
PB $19.99

Allen & Unwin Children
PB $19.99

Sarah Epstein’s cleverly
crafted small-town mystery
novel for teenagers is a
fast-paced page-turner with
memorable characters. Told in the unique voice
of Chloe Baxter, a girl with her past in the rural
town of The Shallows, but now living part-time
in the city. Chloe’s return to the countryside
is a chance to reconnect with her childhood
friends and to search for her friend Henry, who
disappeared in a storm three months earlier.

In a fantasy murder-mystery
that will keep you guessing,
24 hours is all the time
Tempest has left with her
recently revived sister. 24 hours to discover the
truth about what really happened the night
their parents died. But in a world controlled
by a corporation built on lies and deception,
finding the answers might just bring about
their own demise.

Stella’s family have just
moved into a caravan
park because of her dad’s
gambling problem and family tensions are high.
With so much going on, now is not the best
time for her to receive a letter from her birth
mother. The characters in How to Grow a Family
Tree are nuanced and realistic, making for an
emotional and entertaining read.

The Last Hours:
Chain of Gold
Cassandra Clare
Walker
TPB $27.99
Family misfortune brings
Cordelia Carstairs to London
and near to James Herondale, her secret love.
Devastating demon attacks will test her limits
and those of her friends. Shadowhunter fans old
and new alike will be extremely satisfied with the
start of this new series.

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes
Suzanne Collins

Burn
Patrick Ness

Scholastic Inc PB $29.99

Walker HB $24.99

May release

May release

One of the most anticipated YA titles of the year.
The action begins 64 years before the events of the
original trilogy, on the morning of the “reaping”
of the 10th Hunger Games. The focus is on the early life of Coriolanus
Snow, now known to readers as the tyrannical president of Panem.

Human Kind:
Persistence
Human Kind:
Honesty
Zanni Louise and
Missy Turner (illus)
Five Mile HB $19.99 each
The Human Kind series offers children and their
families a framework to talk about values and the
shared beliefs that underpin our lives. It encourages
a ‘more than me’ view of the world, through a
diverse ensemble of characters. Persistence helps
us try new things and get better at hard things.
Honesty is talking to yourself and others truthfully.

On a cold Sunday evening in early 1957, Sarah
Dewhurst waited with her father in the parking lot
of the Chevron Gas Station for the dragon he'd
hired to help on the farm. So begins this fast-paced
story of a world on the brink of atomic destruction where the work of
dragons and FBI agents collide. Ages 15+

The Plastic
Problem
Aubre Andrus

More than a Kick
Tayla Harris &
Jennifer Castles

Lonely Planet
HB $19.99

Allen & Unwin Children
PB $19.99

The follow-up to
101 Small Ways to
Save the World,
The Plastic Problem gives young people
a guide in understanding the impact of
plastic on the environment and suggests
ways to reduce waste. A fun, practical
book for any little one looking to make
a change for the future.

Tayla Harris is not only
an incredible athlete,
she is an inspiration to
young people in how to stand up for yourself
in times of adversity, to be resilient and most
importantly, still be yourself. Actually, it’s not
just for young people, there are lessons here
for everyone.

15

Nonna Knows Best
Jaclyn Crupi
Affirm Press HB $24.99
You don’t have to be a Nonna to live the way
Nonna’s do! Jaclyn Crupi breaks down the
essential elements, from a love of food and
family to living a slow, purposeful life. Dotted
with recipes, stories and a quiz to test your
“Nonna Potential”, this book will remind you of all the little important
things we often forget.

Stranger Than Kindness
Nick Cave
Canongate HB $59.99
This collection of images and writing from
Australian musician, writer and artist Nick
Cave draws from an exhibition of the
same name at the Royal Danish Library in
Copenhagen. Commentary from Cave and
others runs throughout, covering themes that inform the artist’s
work. Featuring full-colour reproductions of original artwork,
photographs, handwritten lyrics and more, the book is a timely
tribute to an Australian icon.

Grandmothers:
Essays by 21st-century Grandmothers
Helen Elliott
Text TPB $34.99
Twenty-three Australian grandmothers reflect on
the joys, the heartaches, the gritty realities, the
laughs of this hallowed role–bringing a fresh and
wide-ranging narrative about grandmothers to
light. Join Helen Garner, Alison Lester, Ali Coby Eckerman, Maggie
Beer and many more as they unwrap and celebrate how grand these
women, and this time of life can be.

Sam Bloom: Heartache & Birdsong
Cameron Bloom, Samantha Bloom and
Bradley Trevor Greive
ABC Books HB $32.99
June release
Much more than a follow up to Penguin Bloom,
Heartache and Birdsong is Sam Bloom’s story of before and after her
accident, before and after Penguin. Sam’s captivating true story–written
by close friend, bestselling author Bradley Trevor Greive, and featuring
extraordinary photographs taken by her husband, Cameron Bloom–is
told with a raw honesty and candidness, giving this book a heft beyond
its predecessor.

Petal
Adriana Picker

Kitty Flanagan's 488 Rules for Life
Kitty Flanagan

Hardie Grant HB $60.00

Allen & Unwin PB $29.99

Botanical artist Adriana Picker joyfully
celebrates flowers from all over the world
through her sumptuous illustrations,
accompanied by writer Nina Rousseau's
words on the folklore and meaning of
both favourite blooms and herbaceous
curiosities. Features over two hundred flowers – from elegant roses
to otherworldly orchids and magnificent magnolias – as well as a
dedicated chapter for unusual specimens.

In bestselling 488 Rules for Life, Kitty Flanagan has
written a manual for human bitterness based on
common sense and her capacity to always be on
the right for everything. We need less middleaged men with ponytails, people should be in
single line on an escalator, and banana should
never make into the salad. Kitty makes gentle mockery of Jordan
Peterson by being both funny and true.

The books in this guide have been chosen
and reviewed by Australia's leading
booksellers, members of the Australian
Booksellers Association.

