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Song of the Crocodile
Nardi Simpson

HacHette australia 
tPB $32.99

The Billymil family have 
lived in the ‘gateway 
town’ of Darnmoor for 

three generations. Tensions between the 
Indigenous and white settler families are never 
too far from the surface. But with progress 
coming to Darnmoor and plans for extensions 
revealed, secrets threaten to spill over and to 
shutter forever a century of silence. Lyrical 
and evocative, Song of the Crocodile is a  
mesmerising debut novel by a rising star.

All Our  
Shimmering Skies
Trent Dalton

HarPercollins 
australia 
tPB $32.99

Trent Dalton has, at the 
request of his young 

daughters, placed two girls as the leads 
in his glorious new novel. It’s the story of 
Molly the gravedigger girl as she sets out 
on a quest to find the man who put a curse 
on her family. Set in Darwin in 1942 as the 
Japanese bombers arrive, it has a touch of 
magical realism, vibrant characters and vivid 
descriptions of the Australian landscape.

Gift with Purchase offer:  
Purchase a copy of All Our Shimmering 
Skies from participating bookshops 
(booksellerschoice.com.au/stockists) and 
receive a free gift wrap featuring the stunning 
cover illustrations. *while stocks last

Infinite Splendours
Sofie Laguna

allen & unwin 
tPB $32.99

Lawrence is a sweet and 
eager to please child. His 
father died in the war and 
he lives with his mother 

and brother on a small farm. When his uncle 
comes to stay Lawrence is overjoyed, but his 
uncle is a damaged man and the devastating 
repercussions of his visit follow Lawrence for 
the rest of his life. Sophie Laguna masterfully 
builds tension in this brilliant novel of human 
transformation.

Life After Truth
Ceridwen Dovey

ViKinG australia 
tPB $32.99

Fifteen years after 
graduating from Harvard, 
five close friends on the 
cusp of middle age are still 

pursuing happiness and wondering if they’ve 
wasted their youthful opportunities. At their 
college reunion weekend, the most infamous 
member of their class–senior advisor and 
son the incumbent President–turns up dead. 
A provocative novel about friendships and the 
erosion of of our understanding of those we 
believe we know best.

Our Shadows
Gail Jones

text  |  tPB $32.99

An evocative and enthralling 
story following the lives 
of three generations of 
Irishman Paddy Hannan’s 
family after he discovers 

gold in 1893 Kalgoorlie. His sisters Nell and 
Frances are brought up by their grandparents 
and struggle with their orphanhood. The 
shadows of the past loom large as the sisters 
grow to understand the legacy of their shared 
past, and Frances returns to the goldfields 
to uncover the secrets of their history in this 
mesmerising and poetic novel.

Factory 19
Dennis Glover

BlacK inc  |  tPB $32.99

Hobart in 2022 is in decline, 
its population falling in 
the midst of a devastating 
recession. Dundas Faussett, 

owner of the Gallery of Future Art (GoFA) has 
an ambitious plan. He sets about creating his 
most ambitious installation in the abandoned 
GoFA, to combat the internet’s control of our 
existence by recasting the lives of those who 
have been destroyed by giant corporations. We 
must live as if it is 1948, a Year Zero where the 
internet and smartphones have never existed.

Honeybee
Craig Silvey

allen & unwin 
tPB $32.99

Sam and Vic meet late 
one night on an overpass. 
What is supposed to be an 
end, marks the beginning 

of an unconventional friendship between the 
troubled teenager and the lonely widower. 
Sam has been let down by just about everyone 
in his young life, but for every heartbreaking 
moment, Silvey writes beautifully about hope, 
resilience and redemption. The long wait for 
his new novel is worth every moment.

To celebrate the new edition of the Booksellers’ Choice  
Your Reading Guide and thanks to participating publishers, we  
are giving away 3 packs of 12 books, valued at over $350 each*

For your chance to win, purchase any book from this guide  
from your local bookshop and answer the following question:

Why do you love your local bookshop?

To enter the competition, select your books and view full terms  
and conditions, go to www.booksellerschoice.com.au/competitions. 
Competition closes 31 December 2020. 

*based on average RRP$29.99

Welcome to the new edition of 
the Booksellers' Choice Your 
Reading Guide. 
We are exciting to share a bumper season 
of Australian and international new 
releases! New novels by some of our 
favourite literary authors, thrilling reads 
by master crime writers, thoughtful and 
provoking non-fiction, biographies and 
memoirs, history, nature and science 
books, gorgeous illustrated editions and 
a wonderful selection of children's and 
young adult writing – all handpicked for 
you by Australia's leading booksellers. 

170+ books to pick from and plenty 
more instore; there is something to 
suit everyone!

It has never been more important to 
support your local bookshop! Visit us 
instore or online, send us an email or give 
us a call. We are here to help you find 
the right book for you or the best gift for 
family and friends.

Happy reading!

WIN YOUR TOP 12 BOOKS FROM THIS GUIDE – 3 PACKS to be WON

*Terms and conditions apply.
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The Dressmaker’s 
Secret
Rosalie Ham

Picador  
australia 
tPB $32.99

Tilly Dunnage is back. It is 
1953, and she is working 

for a second-rate fashion salon in Melbourne’s 
Collins Street. Tilly has a secret she is desperate 
to keep hidden; but Sergeant Farrat and the 
McSwiney clan have been searching for Tilly ever 
since she set fire to Dungatar. Tilly’s reputation 
as a talented couturiere soon spreads, and her 
past comes rushing to catch up with her.

Lucky’s
Andrew Pippos

Picador australia 
tPB $32.99

Lucky has not been 
so lucky, but he could 
be again with a little 
help from a new friend. 
Emily is a reporter sent 

to Sydney to write an article for the New 
Yorker about the demise of Lucky’s restaurant 
franchise, but is she searching for more than 
the story? A multi-generational story of Greek-
Australian immigration, the heartbreak and 
hope of a family trying to find its place in  
multi-cultural Australia.

The Living Sea of 
Waking Dreams
Richard Flanagan

KnoPf australia 
HB $32.99

On her way to visit her 
dying mother, Anna loses a 
finger. It isn’t an accident, 
the finger simply vanishes, 

much as animal species are vanishing around 
the world. Bushfires rage out of control as 
Anna and her brothers convene to decide their 
mother’s fate, but their personal neediness and 
shame lead to a grotesque intervention in a 
declining life. A stunning novel of love and loss 
from one of Australia’s finest writers.

WIN a set of Richard Flanagan’s backlist  
valued at $139.99! 

For your chance to win, purchase The Living 
Sea of Waking Dreams from your local 
bookshop and enter the competition at  
www.booksellerschoice.com.au/competitions. 

It’s Been  
A Pleasure,  
Noni Blake
Claire Christian

text  |  tPB $32.99

Noni Blake is 36 when 
she finds herself single 
after the end of a long-
term relationship and in 

a job she no longer enjoys. She needs more 
excitement and adventure in her life, starting 
with dating a sexy firefighter, and travelling to 
Europe to indulge in a quest for pleasure. Nani’s 
sexy, joyful, contemporary rom com is the 
perfect antidote to the travails of 2020.

The Great Escape 
from Woodlands 
Nursing Home
Joanna Nell

HacHette australia   
tPB $32.99

Retired nature writer 
Hattie Bloom finds 
herself in a nursing 

home courtesy of a broken hip. Dreaming of 
escape and suffering elderly insomnia, Hattie 
finds solace in The Night Owls, a secret club 
run by Sister Bronwyn. When Sister Bronwyn 
is dismissed, Hattie, feisty ninety-year-old 
Walter and their fellow Owls vow to get the 
unconventional Sister Bronwyn reinstated. 

The Good Sister
Sally Hepworth

MacMillan 
australia 
tPB $32.99

Fern works in her 
local library and lives a 
carefully structured life, 
avoiding any disruptions 
to her routines. When 

Fern’s twin sister Rose finds out that she 
cannot fall pregnant, Fern sees her chance to 
pay her sister back for everything by having a 
baby for Rose. Fern’s mission will shake the 
foundations of the life she has carefully built for 
herself and stir up dark secrets from the past. 

The Night Letters 
Denise Leith 

Ventura Press 
tPB $32.99

A story of secrets, friendship 
and love set in the heart 
of Kabul. Australian doctor 
Sofia Raso works in Kabul in 

support of local women. When young boys start 
disappearing from Kabul’s slums, and threatening 
letters appear on the gates and doors of 
residents, Sofia knows she cannot remain silent. 
The sudden appearance of a former lover further 
complicates this gripping story of friendships, 
secrets, and love.

The Fifth Season
Philip Salom

transit lounGe   
PB $29.99

Pre-occupied with erased 
identities, Jack retreats to 
an Airbnb cottage in Blue 
Bay. He befriends Sarah, 
who has been painting 
her missing sister Alice’s 

likeness in murals, hoping that she will be found. 
Jack then discovers a book about the people of 
the town, and about Sarah, which was written by 
a man who once lived in the same cottage until 
he too disappeared. A haunting novel about what 
it means to be both lost and found.

The Yield
Tara June Winch

HaMisH 
HaMilton 
australia 
tPB $32.99

Winner of the 2020 Miles Franklin 
Literary Award and joint winner 
of the ABA Booksellers’ Choice 
Fiction Book of the Year

2020 AUSTRALIAN AWARD WINNERS

Competition closes  
31 December 2020.

*Terms and conditions apply.

See What You 
Made Me Do
Jess Hill

BlacK inc  
tPB $32.99

Winner of the 2020  
Stella Prize and ABA  
Booksellers’ Choice  
Non-fiction Book of the Year

There Was  
Still Love
Favel Parrett

HacHette 
australia 
tPB $29.99

Joint winner of the ABA 
Booksellers’ Choice Fiction  
Book of the Year

Young Dark 
Emu: A Truer 
History
Bruce Pascoe

MaGaBala   
HB $24.99 

Winner of the ABA Booksellers’ 
Choice Children’s Book of the Year
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Troy
Stephen Fry

MicHael JosePH  
tPB $35.00

The epic story of Troy 
follows up Stephen Fry’s 
Mythos and Heroes. 
Join the king of the 
gods Zeus, the beautiful 
Helen, dashing Prince 

Paris, the fairest goddess of them all Aphrodite 
and the mighty Achilles in this iconic story of 
love and revenge. Fry’s rollicking and enthralling 
writing brings to life this ancient tale of human 
passion that launched a thousand ships and/ lay 
siege to Troy for ten years.

Jack
Marilynne Robinson

ViraGo  |  PB $29.99

The fourth novel in the 
much-loved Gilead series 
is about the redemptive 
power of love. Jack, 
the prodigal son, falls 
in love with Della, a 

black woman. He is a draft dodger, drunk, and 
a former vagrant; she a respected teacher 
from a prominent family. Both families object, 
not only as interracial relationships are illegal, 
and Robinson reflects on American history’s 
prejudices in this beautiful, fragile romance.

Trio
William Boyd

ViKinG  |  tPB $32.99

It is the summer of 1968. 
While the world is reeling, 
a producer, a novelist and 
an actress are making a 
Swingin’ Sixties British 
movie in sunny Brighton. 
All are leading secret lives. 

As the film is shot, their secret lives begin to 
take over their public one. From the bestselling 
author of Restless and Any Human Heart, Boyd 
asks the ultimate questions: what is the point of 
life, what makes it worth living, and what should 
we do with a life that cannot answer them?

Snow
John Banville

faBer  |  tPB $29.99

‘The body is in the 
library,’ Colonel Osborne 
said. A respected 
parish priest has been 
murdered at Ballyglass 
House, and DI St John 
Strafford is called in 

from Dublin to investigate. The aristocratic and 
secretive Osborne family are at the core of the 
mystery. As the investigation expands, and the 
snow continues to fall, the Osbornes are not 
who they seem, and the people of Ballyglass 
are determined to keep their secrets.

The Autumn  
of the Ace
Louis de Bernieres

HarVill secKer 
tPB $32.99

Daniel Pitt fought in 
both world wars – as an 
RAF fighter pilot in the 
first, and an espionage 
agent in the second. 

Now the conflicts he faces are closer to home; his 
marriage to Rosie is irreparable, and the death of 
his brother takes Daniel to Pakistan and Canada. 
His relationship with his son, Bertie, is disastrous, 
but they must find a way to move on from the 
past. Despite their experience through the World 
Wars, the spirit that connects us is irrepressible.

Earthlings
Sayaka Murata

Granta  |  PB $29.99

Young Natsuki, who might 
be a witch or an alien 
from another planet, and 
her cousin Yuu, spend 
their summers in the wild 
mountains, dreaming of 
other worlds. The two 

children make a solemn promise to each other: 
survive, no matter what. Now grown, Natsuki 
is driven from society in search of Yuu and 
fulfillment of their promise. A strange, unsettling 
and mind-bending new novel from the author of 
Convenience Store Woman.

Olga
Bernhard Schlink

w&n  |  tPB $32.99

Olga is an orphan raised by her grandmother in 
a Prussian village at the turn of the 20th century. 
Strong, rebellious, she falls in love with Herbert, 
a local aristocrat whose parents disapprove of 
Olga’s lowly status. Their love is entwined with 
German history–from the late 19th to the early 
21st century–the older woman and younger man 
stepping outside of family and cultural norms as 
they follow their yearnings.

The Betrayals
Bridget Collins

HarPercollins  |  tPB $32.99

Léo Martin used to be the Minister for Culture, 
but his political career ended in disgrace, and 
he was exiled to his alma mater, the exclusive 
academy Montverre. The grand jeu – literally, the 
great game – is an arcane and mysterious contest 
combining music, literature, maths and strategy, 
and a specialty at Montverre. When Léo meets 

Claire, the first woman to be appointed to the high office of Magister Ludi, 
and the lies and mystery begin as the Midsummer Game draws near.

Plain Bad Heroines
Emily M. Danforth

HarPercollins  |  tPB $32.99

In 1902, two young Brookhants students Flo and 
Clara discover a book that will change their lives 
forever. A few months later they are found dead 
with the book beside them, and within five years 
the school is closed after three more people die.  
A hundred years later, when a film crew arrive to 

film a horror story based on the Brookhants Curse, past and present begin 
to intertwine, and it seems the story is still being written.

The Decameron Project
New York Times Magazine

siMon & scHuster  |  tPB $35.00

A stunning collection of new short stories originally 
commissioned by The New York Times Magazine 
as the COVID-19 pandemic swept the world, from 
twenty-nine authors including Margaret Atwood, 
Tommy Orange, Colm Toibin, Kamila Shamsie, 
David Mitchell and more, in a project inspired by 
Boccaccio’s The Decameron. A historical tribute to 
a time and place unlike any other in our lifetimes.

This reading guide is printed on 100gsm Offset (uncoated) and fully PEFC certified paper. The PEFC (Program  
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification scheme) promotes sustainable forest management and resources.
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Inside Story
Martin Amis

JonatHan caPe   
tPB $35.00

Inside Story is a 
portrait of Martin Amis’ 
extraordinary life. 
A tribute to his closest 
friend, Christopher 

Hitchens, the novel also features a host of vibrant 
characters who have helped define Amis–from 
his father Kingsley to Saul Bellow, Philip Larkin, 
Iris Murdoch and Elizabeth Jane Howard. What 
begins as a tale of romantic entanglements, 
family and friendship, evolves into a tender, witty 
exploration of the hardest questions: how to live, 
how to grieve, and how to die.

There’s No Such 
Thing as an Easy Job
Kikuko Tsumura

BlooMsBury 
PuBlisHinG 
tPB $29.99

December release

Apparently, finding an easy 
job is quite difficult–even when you’re searching 
to recover from early career burnout. Navigating a 
series of odd jobs that are close to home, require 
no reading, writing and preferably little thinking 
should be easy. Throughout one year we follow 
five jobs each with challenges and eccentric 
characters. Set in Japan, this is a bittersweet, 
charming and quirky tale.

The Once and 
Future Witches
Alix E. Harrow

orBit  |  PB $32.99

In 1893, witches don’t 
exist. They used to, in 
the dark days before 
the burnings began, but 
now witching is nothing 
but tidy charms and 

nursery rhymes. But when the three Eastwood 
sisters join the suffragists of New Salem, they 
pursue forgotten ways that might turn the 
women’s movement into the witch’s movement 
and must delve into magics to fight not just for 
the vote, but to survive.

Because of You
Dawn French

MicHael JosePH 
tPB $32.99

Dawn French has an 
understanding for how 
we feel in moments 
of joy and grief, and 
brings it to life on the 
page in an honest and 

understanding manner. Warm, beautiful  and 
heartbreaking from the first page, French’s first 
novel in five years will scratch the itch fans have 
for her particular brand of humour and kindness. 
Because of You is a story of motherhood, love 
and loss and about what makes us who we are.

Contacts
Mark Watson

HarPercollins 
tPB $32.99

Onboard the 23:50 
sleeper train from London 
to Edinburgh, James 
Chiltern messages all 158 
people in his contacts that 
he plans to kill himself in 

the morning. He then turns his phone to flight 
mode. Across the world, phones light up and 
what comes next is a funny, heartbreaking, and 
unexpectedly thought-provoking story. If only we 
knew the effect we had on others, we wouldn’t 
be so quick to undervalue ourselves.

Against the 
Loveless World
Susan Abulhawa

BlooMsBury 
PuBlisHinG 
tPB $29.99

Nahr might be imprisoned 
in the Cube for extremist 
acts, but she refuses 

to be pigeonholed. The daughter of Palestinian 
refugees, Nahr grew up in Kuwait with ordinary 
dreams for her future – a family, perhaps a 
salon. But life does not go as planned and she 
becomes displaced further and further from 
this simple vision. With subversive humour and 
a steady gaze, Abulhawa pushes back against 
misogyny, victimhood and shame.

The Ministry for the Future
Kim Stanley Robinson

orBit  |  tPB $32.99

This extraordinary multiple-narrative presents 
a near-future climate crisis with an eclectic and 
disturbingly realistic picture of the economic, 
social and scientific ruptures and changes 
necessitated by environmental collapse. 
Robinson’s seminal Mars Trilogy concluded with 
a terraformed Mars. The Ministry for the Future 

finds us hurtling toward a more startling fate: the need to terraform our 
own planet to keep it habitable.

Magic Lessons
Alice Hoffman

siMon & scHuster  |  tPB $32.99

In an unforgettable novel that traces a centuries-
old curse to its source, Hoffman unveils the 
story of Maria Owens, accused of witchcraft in 
Salem, and matriarch of a line of the amazing 
Owens women and men featured in Practical 
Magic and The Rules of Magic. Full of 
memorable characters, Magic Lessons is an 

exquisitely written celebration of life and the redemptive power of love.

The Discomfort 
of Evening
Marieke Lucas 
Rijneveld

Hamnet
Maggie O’Farrell

The Nickel 
Boys
Colson 
Whitehead

The Narrow 
Land
Christine  
Dwyer Hickey

faBer   |   tPB $29.99

Winner of the 2020  
International Booker Prize

tinder Press   |   tPB $32.99

Winner of the 2020 Women’s 
Prize for Fiction

fleet   |   PB $22.99

Winner of the Pulitzer  
Prize for Fiction 2020 

atlantic   |   PB $19.99 

Winner of the 2020 Walter Scott 
Prize for Historical Fiction

2020 INTERNATIONAL AWARD WINNERS
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The Survivors
Jane Harper

MacMillan 
australia   
tPB $32.99

Kieran Elliot’s life 
changed forever the 
day his brother died 
and a young girl went 

missing during a devastating storm that 
hit the small coastal town of Evenly Bay 
in Tasmania. Returning to his hometown 
twelve years later, Kieran must face the guilt 
that has haunted him ever since when the 
body of a young woman washes up on the 
beach. Harper has produced another utterly 
compelling and atmospheric mystery. 

WIN a set of Jane Harper’s backlist  
valued at $50.97! Three sets to be won.  
For your chance to win, purchase The 
Survivors from your local bookshop and enter 
the competition at www.booksellerschoice.
com.au/competitions.

Death in Daylesford
Kerry Greenwood

allen & unwin     
tPB $29.99

Chastiser of the wicked, 
helper of the good, the 
Hon. Miss Phryne Fisher 
visits Daylesford, at the 
invitation of the unknown 
Captain Herbert Spencer, 

for a relaxing spa holiday, only to be caught up in 
murder and mayhem. Meanwhile, her household 
in Melbourne starts investigating a crime closer 
to home. Miss Fisher’s return is triumphant!

Trust
Chris Hammer

allen & unwin 
tPB $32.99

Troubled journalist Martin 
Scarsden’s life seems 
to be back on track until 
his partner Mandalay 
Blonde is kidnapped. Set 
in Sydney, we uncover 

Mandy’s past in a world of corruption, secret 
societies, and the mafia as Martin tries ever 
more desperately find her. He discovers a world 
where people will kill to keep their secrets. 

Consolation
Garry Disher

text PuBlisHinG 
tPB $32.99

Constable Paul 
Hirschhausen is dealing 
with a snowdropper. 
Someone is stealing 
women’s underwear, 
and Hirsch knows how 

that kind of crime can escalate. Then two calls 
come in: a teacher who thinks a child may be 
in danger at home—a father on the rampage 
over at the primary school. And then the killing 
starts. Another terrific work of rural noir from 
a master storyteller.

The Devil and  
the Dark Water
Stuart Turton

BlooMsBury  
tPB $29.99

Mystery and murder 
on the high seas with 
a detective to revival 
Holmes and Watson. 
In 1634 onboard the 

Sardaam we join the world’s greatest detective 
Samuel Pipps and his assistant Arent Hayes for 
a journey you’ll never forget. Set sail for an epic 
journey with a possible demon stalking the deck, 
a twice dead leper and passengers marked for 
death by strange symbols that appear on the sails.

The Mirror  
and the Light
Hilary Mantel

4tH estate   |   HB $45.00

The Lying Life  
of Adults
Elena Ferrante

faBer   |   tPB $32.99

A Room Made of Leaves
Kate Grenville

text PuBlisHinG 
HB $39.99

The Dictionary  
of Lost Words
Pip Williams

affirM Press   |   tPB 
$32.99 
PB $19.99 (December release)

Phosphorescence
Julia Baird

4tH estate   |   HB $32.99

Women and Leadership
Julia Gillard &  
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala

VintaGe   |   tPB $34.99

The Law of Innocence
Michael Connelly

allen & unwin 
tPB $32.99

The next thrilling 
instalment in the Lincoln 
Lawyer series. When 
defence attorney Mickey 
Haller is pulled over by 
police and the body of a 

client is discovered in the trunk of his car, Haller 
is charged with murder. Haller knows he’s been 
framed and elects to defend himself. With the 
help of a handpicked team, including his half-
brother Harry Bosch, Mickey races time to figure 
out who has plotted to destroy his life and why. 

A Song for the  
Dark Times
Ian Rankin

orion  |  tPB $32.99

John Rebus might have 
retired but when his 
daughter calls to say 
her husband has been 
missing for two days 

his lifetime of experience in the police has 
him rushing to their small windswept coastal 
town in the far north of Scotland to assist the 
investigation. It might be 30 years since we 
first met Rebus, but Rankin has produced 
another gripping, deftly plotted mystery and 
long-time fans will not be disappointed.

Death Leaves  
the Station
Alexander Thorpe

freMantle Press 
tPB $27.99

In the summer of 1927, 
two strangers enter the 
world of eighteen-year-
old Mariana. One is a 

wandering friar claiming to have no name. The 
other is a corpse. When the dead man vanishes, 
the police are called to investigate. Mariana and 
the friar join the search for the missing corpse 
and uncover old hidden secrets and intrigue in 
the Western Australian wheatbelt.

*Terms and conditions apply.

Competition closes 31 December 2020.

CRIME & THRILLERS
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INDIGENOUS VOICES

One Day I’ll 
Remember This: 
Diaries 1987–1995
Helen Garner

text PuBlisHinG 
HB $29.99

The first Volume of 
Helen Garner’s diaries, 
The Yellow Notebook 

took us to 1987. Now we join her as she is 
beginning a new love affair, her daughter is 
grown, and Helen is freer but still plagued with 
self-doubt. This period of Helen’s life concludes 
with the publication of the controversial First 
Stone. Her writing even in these diary fragments 
is a joy to read and offers generous insight into a 
fascinating woman’s life and writing.

Son of the Brush
Tim Olsen

allen & unwin 
tPB $34.99

Tim Olsen is one 
of Australia’s most 
respected art identities 
he is also the son of the 
country’s greatest living 

painter – John Olsen. Son of the Brush is a 
candid memoir of growing up in the shadow of 
artistic genius, with all its wonder, excitement 
and disappointments. It is also about forging 
your course in life against the backdrop of art, 
artists and the joy, inspiration and sacrifices of 
the creative life. 

The Tap-Dancing 
Knife Thrower
Paul Hogan

HarPercollins 
australia 
HB $45.00

Paul Hogan was a 
rigger on the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge when 

he appeared on Channel 9’s New Faces as a 
Tap-Dancing Knife Thrower in 1971. His career 
in comedy and film soared, with the success 
of Crocodile Dundee resulting in an Oscar 
nomination. This book brings together a candid 
account of the life and career of ‘one lucky 
bastard’, as he refers to himself, ‘without the 
boring bits’.

A Repurposed Life
Ronni Kahn with 
Jessica Chapnik Kahn

MurdocH BooKs  
tPB $32.99

South African-born Ronni 
Kahn was heading up a 
large events company 
when she decided to 

find a better use for the mass of uneaten food 
discarded after every function. Her act of charity 
evolved into a business, and now, as CEO of 
OzHarvest, Kahn has forged a new sense of 
purpose. With wit and warmth, Kahn exemplifies 
how innovation and determination can change our 
impact on the world.

Back Roads:  
The Scenic Route
Heather Ewart

aBc BooKs   
PB $39.99

During the five years 
it has been appearing 
on our screens, ABC 
TV’s Back Roads has 

taken us across Australia. It has shown us the 
rugged landscapes, the resilient communities 
and the extraordinary individuals who make a 
life in those areas outside the big cities. Full 
of glorious photos, Back Roads: The Scenic 
Route captures in vivid colour some of our 
favourite people and places. 

The Flying 
Kangaroo
Neil Montagnana-
Wallace

affirM Press 
HB $49.99

A wonderfully 
nostalgic look 

back at the first 100 years of our national icon, 
Qantas. A decade by decade official history, 
packed with photos from its start in outback 
Queensland, the golden years of the 1960s and 
70s to the modern airline it is today. This inside 
look reflects not only the massive changes in 
aviation, but also in the style, fashion and culture 
of Australia.

Loving Country
Bruce Pascoe and Vicky Shukuroglou

exPlore australia  |  HB $45.00

December release

Loving Country is a guidebook to rediscovering 
sacred Australia and appreciating and accepting 
Indigenous culture. Bruce Pascoe and Vicky 

Shukurolgou take readers through 18 places from the ingenious fish 
traps at Brewarrina to the love stories of Wiluna and the whale story of 
Margaret River. Complete with beautiful photography, this book will help 
bridge cultures and connect all people to country.

Lowitja
Stuart Rintoul

allen & unwin  |  HB $45.00

Lowitja O’Donoghue has fought tirelessly throughout 
her life for the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. A member of the Stolen Generations, 
the first Aboriginal trainee nurse at the Royal Adelaide 
Hospital, and later a public administrator of great 
acclaim, Lowitja charts the life of one of Australia’s 

most respected and recognisable Indigenous leaders. More than 20 years 
in the making, this biography is a must-read for all Australians.

maar bidi: Next Generation Black Writing
Edited by Elfie Shiosaki and Linda Martin

MaGaBala  |  PB $24.99

maar bidi is a journey into what it is to be young, 
a person of colour and a minority in divergent 
and conflicting worlds. Connecting the old and 
the new, the ancient and the contemporary in 
a variety of ways, these young essayists, critics, 
novelists, poets, authors shakedown words and 

works to find styles, forms and meanings that have influenced them 
and all their writings. A beautifully crafted and evocative anthology of 
peoples, places and perception.

Yornadaiyn Woolagoodja
Yornadaiyn Woolagoodja

MaGaBala  |  HB $34.99

How will we protect our country and culture if 
visitors don’t know what it means? In this part 
biography, part history, renowned artist, Yornadaiyn 
Woolagoodja, has shared his knowledge of his 
Country in the Kimberley to educate not only the 

people whom he has met through his tourism initiatives but for generations 
ahead. Richly illustrated with art and photographs, this beautiful book is a 
celebration of culture and landscape.

AUSTRALIAN SToRIeS
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BETTER LIVING

A Promised Land
Barack Obama

ViKinG  |  HB $65.00

In this highly anticipated first volume of his 
presidential memoirs, Barack Obama tells the 
story of his improbable odyssey from young 
man searching for his identity to leader of the 
free world, describing in strikingly personal 
detail both his political education and the 
landmark moments of the first term of his 

historic presidency. A unique and thoughtful exploration of both the 
awesome reach and the limits of presidential power.

You Shouldn’t Have Joined …
Sir Peter Cosgrove

allen & unwin   |   HB $49.99

General Sir Peter Cosgrove is one of Australia’s 
most significant public figures. You Shouldn’t 
Have Joined … (an expression much used during 
his days as a soldier) is the story of Cosgrove’s 
extraordinary life and the people who shared it – 
from his days as a solider in Vietnam to his years 

as Australia’s Governor-General. Filled with intelligence, forthrightness 
and a brilliant eye for telling anecdote, this warm and fascinating 
memoir is a true reflection of the man himself.

Stories of Hope
Heather Morris

Bonnier ecHo 
PB $29.99

In this essential companion 
to the bestsellering The 
Tattooist of Auschwitz, 
Heather Morris presents an 
inspiring manual for life with 

a series of tales of the remarkable people she has 
met and the incredible stores they have shared 
with her. Heather will explore her extrordinary 
talent as a listerner–a skill she employed when 
she met Lale Sokolov, the Tattooist of Auschwitz 
and a skill she believes we can all learn.

Unseen
Jacinta Parsons

affirM Press 
tPB $32.99

Broadcaster Jacinta 
Parsons was in her 
twenties when she 
first began to feel 
unwell. Doctors couldn’t 
explain why, and Jacinta 

wondered if it might be in her head until eventually 
receiving a diagnosis of Crohn’s disease. With 
compelling honesty, Jacinta trains a microscope 
on the unique challenges of living with an invisible 
condition that we will be all too familiar to those 
living with an ‘unseen’ chronic illness.

Truths from an 
Unreliable Witness
Fiona O’Loughlin

HacHette australia 
tPB $32.99

Anyone familiar with the 
author will know she is 
nothing if not honest about 
her faults, and they always 

show up as material in her comedy routines. In 
this amusing but confronting memoir about the 
horrors of alcoholism, and the many losses it 
brought to her life, O’Loughlin is painfully upfront 
about the depths to which she sank, the strength 
it took to fight her way back, and the importance 
of laughter in the darkest times.

Healing Lives
Sue Williams

MacMillan 
australia 
tPB $34.99

The remarkable story of 
the friendship between Dr 
Catherine Hamlin and her 
Ethiopian protege Mamitu 

Gashe. Mamitu was a young girl of fourteen 
when she was brought into Catherine’s care after 
a traumatic birth caused horrific injuries. She was 
nursed back to health and has dedicated her life 
to following in Catherine’s footsteps. Without any 
formal schooling, Mamitu is now known as  
a world specialist in fistula surgery.

Lioness
Sue Brierley

ViKinG  
australia   
tPB $34.99

Saroo Brierley’s journey 
home to a small village 
in India with the help of 
Google Earth became an 
internationally bestselling 

book and inspired the major motion picture 
Lion. Lioness tells of how Saroo’s adoptive 
mother, Sue, came into his life. She talks about 
her own traumatic childhood and how her life 
experiences led her to adopt instead of having 
her own biological children.

The Time of Our Lives
Robert Dessaix

Brio  |  HB $32.99

As our population ages 
and we find we are living 
longer and longer lives, 
questions around what 
the point of this longevity 
has become all the more 

acute. Robert Dessaix delves into how we might 
make the most of our extended years with 
exquisite prose and deep empathy, reflecting on 
the importance of a rich inner life in a series of 
conversations with friends and acquaintances 
about the possibilities of life as we age.

Bill Bailey’s 
Remarkable Guide 
to Happiness
Bill Bailey

Quercus  |  HB $35.00

Bill Bailey turns his 
comedic eye to 
the serious topic of 
happiness, from the joys 

of throwing out old t-shirts to wild swimming in 
glacial rivers, Bailey looks beyond ‘wellness’ to 
find what drives joy and contentment. In our era 
of relentless information, this book is a celebration 
of the good things in life; music, forests, and 
paddle-boarding the Thames in a Santa hat.

The Handbag  
of Happiness
Alannah Hill

Hardie Grant  
BooKs   |   HB $29.99

In a world always 
seeking to find the 
key to happiness, 
iconic fashion designer 

Alannah Hill shares her provocative, self-
deprecating and irreverent approach to life. With 
essays from her illustrious career in the fashion 
industry, Hill pulls back the curtain to show us 
her imperfect road to finding happiness. More 
than a self-help guide, this book is brimming with 
honesty and humour.

Belief
Marlion Pickett and 
Dave Warner

siMon & scHuster 
australia   |  HB $39.99

Belief is the story 
of Marlion Pickett’s 
heartbreaking beginning 
and tragic choices; of 
him rebuilding his life 

piece-by-piece, and his stunning debut for the 
Richmond Tigers in the 2019 AFL Grand Final. 
The game of Pickett’s life is barely into its 
second quarter and Belief will inspire readers to 
watch how it plays out right up to the final siren.

BIOGRAPHIES & MEMOIRS
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Soar: A Life Freed  
by Dance
David McAllister with 
Amanda Dunn

tHaMes & Hudson 
australia 
HB $39.99

In this frank memoir 
David McAllister 

reflects on his dance journey, his relationships, 
embracing his sexuality, and the combination 
of talent, timing and sheer perseverance that 
gave rise to his transformative career. It is 
also a superb and personal insight into The 
Australian Ballet during David’s time as a dancer 
and subsequent twenty-year tenure as artistic 
director, transforming it into one of the flagship 
dance companies in the world.

Max
Alex Miller

allen & unwin 
PB $29.99

Australian literary 
giant Alex Miller 
brings us an incredibly 
personal and poignant 
tribute to his friend 

and Nazi-resistance fighter, Max Blatt. Piecing 
together the faint traces of Blatt’s early life 
takes Miller across the globe and into the lives 
of many others who knew and loved Max. 
What emerges is a moving meditation on 
memory, friendship and humanity, and work of 
non-fiction to rival any of Miller’s novels.

Is This Anything?
Jerry Seinfeld

siMon & scHuster 
HB $49.99

For this book, Jerry 
Seinfeld has selected 
favourite pieces of 
his comedic writings 
from his career in 

stand-up. Organised by decade, page after 
hilarious page contains one brilliantly crafted 
observation after another, and readers 
will witness the evolution of one of the 
great comedians of our time. This highly 
anticipated book, which is his first in twenty-
five years, also provides great new insights 
into the thrilling but unforgiving art of writing 
stand-up comedy.

Mary’s Last Dance
Mary Li

ViKinG australia   |   tPB $34.99

This intimate, heartbreaking and uplifting 
biography comes from one half of the 
powerhouse dance couple that runs Queensland 
Ballet. Ballet prodigy Mary Li (née McKendry) 
travelled the world to study and perform at the 
highest level. After falling in love with Li Cunxin, 

the two married, rose to international stardom and started a family. But 
at the peak of her career, Mary stopped dancing. Thirty years on we find 
out why in the long-awaited sequel to Mao’s Last Dancer.

Untwisted: The Story of My Life
Paul Jennings

allen & unwin   |   PB $34.99

From 1940’s Britain to Australian and 
international literary stardom, Paul Jennings’ 
story is as fascinating and varied as his 
deceptively simple children’s stories. Jennings 
writes with honesty and sensitivity about the 
twists and turns in his own life, revealing many 
of what he calls his ‘foolish behaviours and 

secret problems.’ Life, Jennings suggests, like children’s publishing, 
is a rewarding but disorderly pursuit.

Only Happiness Here
Gabrielle Carey

uQP   |   tPB $32.99

Elizabeth von Arnim is one of the twentieth 
century’s most famous and forgotten authors. 
Born in Sydney in the mid-1800s, she wrote 
many bestselling novels, and lived a fascinating 
life. She married a Prussian Count and an English 
Lord and counted H.G. Wells and E.M. Forster 

as friends. In raising five children she understood the difficulties 
women faced in pursuing happy, fulfilling lives. Part biography, part 
philosophical inquiry, it is a remarkable woman’s story.

Killing Time
Jimmy Barnes

HarPercollins 
australia 
HB $45.00

Jimmy Barnes has 
told us stories through 
his music in his 
performance and now 

on the page. Jimmy has the gift of the gab, 
and in his new book, he moves away from a 
straight memoir, to encourage us to draw up a 
chair and share in stories from a big life on the 
road, at home, in the public eye and in private. 
He is a supreme talent in spinning tales that 
can make us laugh and make us cry.

Boy on Fire
Mark Mordue

4tH estate 
HB $39.99

The first volume 
of Mark Mordue’s 
biography of Nick Cave 
focuses on the artist’s 
formative years as a boy 

and a young man. Cave’s family and friends 
shaped the artist he would become, and 
Mordue charts their influence within the social 
settings that he grew up in. From Wangaratta 
to conservative 1970’s Melbourne, Cave’s 
punk aesthetic raged in response to the staid 
cultural landscape, and Mordue brings it all 
expertly to life.

Songteller
Dolly Parton

Hodder & 
stouGHton 
HB $55.00

Dolly Parton is a 
businesswoman, 
a country music 
legend, a great 

songwriter and a powerhouse performer. 
Songteller takes 150 of Dolly Partons’ songs 
and uses them as a jumping-off point to explore 
her life, her memories and her stories. Filled 
with rare photos and memorabilia from Dolly 
Parton’s own archives, this is a must-have 
celebration of a musician who crossed into  
pop-culture stardom, for fans young and old.

Greenlights
Matthew McConaughey

Headline   |   PB $32.99

From the Academy Award-winning actor, an 
unconventional memoir filled with raucous stories, 
outlaw wisdom, and lessons learned the hard way 
about living with greater satisfaction. Based on 
actor’s notes and diaries kept over the past thirty-
five years of his life, these are McConaughey’s 

reflections on his successes and failures, joys and sorrows, things that 
made him marvel and laugh out loud.

CREATIVE lIVEs
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Mantel Pieces
Hilary Mantel

williaM collins  
HB $39.99

In this collection of 
essays and memoir 
from the twice Booker 
Prize winner, Mantel 
writes on Robespierre 
and Danton, the Hite 

Report, and Saudi Arabia, where she lived 
during the 1980s. There are essays about 
Jane Boleyn, the Bulger case, the Virgin Mary 
and (pop star) Madonna. It is a rich and varied 
selection that includes ephemera and letters 
from the archive and is a window into the mind 
of one the greatest writers working today. 

WIN a set of The Wolf 
Hall Trilogy, valued at 
$139.99! Two sets to 
be won. 

For your chance to 
win one of two sets 
containing Hilary 

Mantel’s bestselling and award-winning 
books The Wolf Hall, Bring Up the Bodies 
and The Mirror & the Light, purchase 
Mantel Pieces from your local bookshop 
and enter the competition at www.
booksellerschoice.com.au/competitions.

Competition closes 31 December 2020.

The Best of Me
David Sedaris

little, Brown  
tPB $32.99

The best stories by 
David Sedaris collected 
for the first time, all 
selected by the author 
himself. Nobody 
observes the world quite 

like him, seeing the absurd and funny in our 
everyday life. Together these stories reveal the 
wonder and delight Sedaris has found in the 
world over the last twenty-five years. His joy 
and celebration in the quotidian offers a gentle 
balm for our troubled times.

Watsonia
Don Watson

BlacK inc  |  HB $49.99

This comprehensive 
collection draws together 
a broad range from one of 
Australia’s finest writers. 
Don Watson’s many 
interests are represented 

here, from his Prime Ministerial speech writing 
to his love of sports and nature. Social criticism 
is delivered with wit and deep understanding 
as Watson’s gaze ranges over so many aspects 
of our lives. Several unpublished works are 
included, along with a wide-ranging introduction 
from the author.

Dearly
Margaret Atwood

cHatto & windus 
HB $27.99

As a writer of fiction, 
award-winning author 
Margaret Atwood needs 
no introduction, but not 
everyone knows her as 

a poet. Dearly is her first poetry collection in 
over ten years. With wit and wisdom, Atwood 
explores themes of love and loss, of our changing 
selves and the world around us. Her empathy 
shines through this landmark work which is sure 
to delight fans and newcomers alike.

home body
Rupi Kaur

siMon & scHuster    
PB $24.99

From the bestselling 
young poet behind milk 
and honey, Rupi Kaur’s 
new book of poetry is a 
raw and honest reflection 

of self, acceptance and growth. Perfect for 
poetry lovers of all ages, Kaur presents us with 
themes of nature and nurture, light and dark, 
alongside her signature illustrations and lyrical 
poetry. Kaur is a phenomenon, bringing a new 
global audience to poetry.

Bruce Springsteen: All the Songs
Margotin,  Philippe, Guesdon, Jean-Michel

MitcHell Beazley   |   HB $75.00

A new book in the highly respected All the Songs 
series and without doubt the definitive study of 
Springsteen’s incredible songbook. Packed with 
fascinating facts and thoughtful analysis, every single 
release is explored and analysed in detail. Moving 

chronologically album by album, Bruce Springsteen: All the Songs looks at 
the inspiration behind every track, as well as the recording, production, and 
legacy of each song. Perfect for passionate fans and music nerds equally.

The Fire of Joy
Clive James

Picador australia   |   PB $34.99

The Fire of Joy was the final book Clive James 
completed before his death in 2019. This is a 
collection of English poems–from Chaucer to the 
present–he found most memorable. James offers 
commentary on each: biographical, historical, critical 
introduction, or a more personal anecdote about the 

role a particular verse has played in his life. These mini essays give us both 
the joy of James’s enthusiasm and the benefit of his knowledge.

Ex Libris
Michiko Kakutani

williaM collins      
HB $39.99

Author and legendary NY 
Times’s former chief book 
critic Michiko Kakutani 
recently opined that in 
this time of crisis literature 

provides empathy and perspective and can 
connect us with others who once lived through 
not dissimilar events. In Ex Libris, Kakutani 
offers a timely and deeply personal selection of 
over 100 works of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, 
with passionate essays on why each has had a 
profound effect on her life.

Madman’s Library
Edward Brooke-
Hitching

siMon & scHuster 
HB $45.00

Edward Brooke-Hitching 
has scoured the globe for 

the stories of the most eccentric books ever 
written. From the lost art of binding books in 
human skin to an edition of the Qur’an written in 
the blood of Saddam Hussein, the strangeness 
of invisible books to the grandest of hoaxes, this 
book reveals the stories behind their creation in 
a collection of the extraordinary and the outright 
inconceivable for all book lovers.

Word for Today
Roly Sussex

uQP    |    PB $24.99

Professor of Linguistics and 
ABC Radio show presenter 
of the popular program Word 
For Today, Roly Sussex has 
compiled this delightful 

and fascinating collection of idiosyncratic 
facts about the English language. The covers 
everything from the use and misuse of 
English, the origins of words, and how the 
meanings have changed, to the creation of 
new words that reflect our modern world.  
A treat for lovers of language.

*Terms and conditions apply.

FOR THE HOME LIBRARY
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The Haunting of  
Alma Fielding
Kate Summerscale

BlooMsBury 
PuBlisHinG 
tPB $29.99

A real ghost story from 
1930s England. After 
discovering a long-lost 

file, Summerscale takes us deep into the 
mystery of an ordinary young housewife 
terrorised by supernatural happenings and the 
ghost hunter Nandor Fodor who obsessively 
investigates. Unravelling Alma’s history Fodor 
discover a life of trauma, loss and alienation.  
A gripping page-turner and unsettling story  
that will stay with you.

A Letter to Layla
Ramona Koval

text PuBlisHinG 
tPB $34.99

This is a true quest as 
the author sets out to 
discover how humanity 
got to where we are now 
and where we are going. 

Along with meetings with the many experts 
she consults, Koval has conversations with her 
grandchildren, particularly the youngest, Layla – 
a reminder that the younger generation will be 
faced with the problems we have created and 
must find solutions for them. Koval’s trademark 
warmth, wit and enthusiasm abound.

Fire, Flood,  
Plague
Sophie Cunningham

VintaGe  |  tPB $29.99

December release

This anthology brings 
together a diverse group 
of Australian voices, who 
have each responded with 

what 2020 meant to them. Some essays are 
deeply personal; others have chosen to step back 
and offer us some perspective. A chronology 
of events at the beginning reminds us of the 
extraordinary year it has been and why this will 
be an important cultural record in years to come.

Truth Is Trouble
Malcolm Knox

siMon & scHuster 
australia 
tPB $32.00

Triple Walkley Award 
winner Malcolm Knox 
takes the sacking of rugby 
player Israel Folau to 

examine the divisions that exist in our recent 
history. Folau’s religious views are divisive, but 
he was attacked for expressing his views by 
many who value the principle of free speech. 
Knox explores this phenomenon in which 
free speech is positioned at the centre of 
polarisation in our ‘culture wars’ and finds us 
at a tricky place.

What is to  
be Done?
Barry Jones

scriBe PuBlications 
$35.00

Barry Jones turns his 
prodigious intellect to 
our most pressing of 
contemporary post-

industrial concerns. Climate change is principle 
amongst these, and more broadly our inability to 
mainstream critical thinking and analysis. How, 
in this age of portable mass communication and 
social media, do we ignite the human need for 
community and wrench ourselves away from 
short term consumerism? A vital book on the 
challenges of modernity.

Heroes Next Door
Sam Johnson

HacHette australia 
HB $24.99

When Samuel Johnson 
and his sister Hilde 
travelled the country in 
the wake of their sister’s 
passing from cancer, they 

connected and listened as people shared their 
own stories of resilience and kindness. The idea 
for Heroes Next Door was born. The result is 
a moving, funny, irreverent, inspiring and big-
hearted book that shows us that you don’t have 
to travel far to find good people ... often they are 
right next door.

English Pastoral
James Rebanks

allen lane 
tPB $35.00

James Rebanks’ absorbing 
memoir recalls his 
education in traditional 
farming, passed down by 
his grandfather on their 
Cumbrian farm. Far more 

than merely nostalgia for pre-industrialised 
farming, Rebanks writes evocatively of the 
loss that industrialisation has wrought upon 
communities, wildlife, and to the soil and 
land itself. History, ecology and anthropology 
combine in this remarkable book.

Nala’s World
Dean Nicholson

Hodder & stouGHton  |  tPB $32.99

When Dean Nicholson set off on his bike riding, 
travel adventure from Scotland, he did not expect 
to pick up a very cute and very furry passenger. 
That, however, is precisely what happened 
when Man met Cat on a backroad in Bosnia. 
After smuggling Nala into Montenegro, they 

knew a special relationship had begun. Now an Instagram account 
(1bike1world) with 750k followers, Nala’s World is part travelogue, 
part love story, and truly inspirational.

Olive, Mabel and Me
Andrew Cotter

text PuBlisHinG  |  PB $32.99

The heart-warming story of Andrew Cotter’s 
life with his two famous Labradors, Olive and 
Mabel, who became internet sensations with 
over 50 million views on social media during the 
lockdowns. This is a book about the love we have 
for our dogs and the joy we find with sharing 

our lives with them. Funny and touching this is a beautifully written 
memoir for dog lovers everywhere.

On Getting Off
Damon Young

scriBe PuBlications 
PB $24.99

From the award-winning 
philosopher, Damon 
Young comes a funny 
and honest guide to sex. 
Inspired by philosophy, 

literature, and private life, Damon Young 
answers the questions you’ve been too shy to 
ask about the paradoxes of the bedroom. The 
perfect companion for anyone curious about 
the problems and complexities of our sex lives 
or simply wondering about their fantasies.

NoN fictioN

Fight for Planet A
Craig Reucassel

aBc BooKs  
tPB $34.99

Climate change is real. 
There is no planet B. 
This book gives us some 
shocking statistics, but 
we can make a difference. 

Fight for Planet A will show you the small 
changes you can make for the environment. 
Accompanying Craig Ruecassel’s TV series of 
the same name, this book details simple and 
effective changes that we can all make.  
Read it! Give it a gift! Change the world!
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Moonlite
Garry Linnell

MicHael JosePH 
australia   
tPB $34.99

Linnell brings Captain 
Moonlite to life, from 
his death by hanging in 

the colony of New South Wales to his birth 
in early 19th-century Ireland. While Ned Kelly 
keeps a tight grip on the bushranger saga in 
Australia, Moonlite demonstrates forcefully 
that other bushrangers also left their marks on 
early Australian society. Through a variety of 
writing styles, the facts of Moonlite’s life and 
the possibilities of what lies between those 
documentary signposts are interwoven into 
a compelling narrative.

Eleven Bats
Harry Moffitt

allen & unwin   |   tPB $34.99

When Australian SAS commander Harry Moffitt 
tracked down East Timorese rebel leader Alfredo 
Reinado, he did something unusual. He pulled a 
cricket bat from his weapons bag and began a 
tradition of scratch cricket games as diplomacy 
over eleven deployments to Timor, Iraq and 

Afghanistan. Eleven bats were carried, signed by those who served, 
and they survive beyond politics and nationalism as symbols of our 
premier military regiment.

Australian Women Pilots
Kathy Mexted

newsoutH PuBlisHinG   |   PB $34.99

Women have been flying planes since the early 
days of aviation but have often been overlooked 
in the history books. Kathy Maxted profiles ten 
pilots in this collection of action-packed stories, 
taking us from the outback to the jungles of New 

Guinea. Alongside household names like Nancy Bird Walton and Gaby 
Kennard, we also learn about crop-dusters, firebombers and RAAF 
flyers. This riveting book is a salute to those women who refused to 
keep their feet on the ground.

Breaker Morant
Peter FitzSimons

HacHette australia 
tPB $49.99

Most Australians have 
heard of Harry ‘Breaker’ 
Morant but will not be 
familiar with the full story 
of the man that was 

court-martialed and executed during the Boer 
War. With his trademark command of story, 
FitzSimons unravels the many myths and fictions 
that surround the life of Harry Morant. The truths 
FitzSimons uncovers about ‘The Breaker’ and the 
part he played in the Boer War are astonishing 
and make compelling reading.

Behind the Enigma
John Ferris

BlooMsBury 
PuBlisHinG 
tPB $34.99

Behind the Enigma is 
the first authorised history 
of GCHQ, Government 
Communications 

Headquarters, Britain’s most secretive intelligence 
agency. GCHQ is an organisation shrouded in 
mystery; it was decades after World War 2 that 
the cracking of the Enigma code at Bletchley 
Park was revealed to the world. Exhaustively 
researched, this book shines a light on one of 
Britain’s least understood organisations.

Courage Under Fire
Dan Keighran

MacMillan australia  |  HB $44.99

Courage Under Fire tells of Dan Keighran’s unlikely 
journey from growing up in a shack in outback 
Queensland to risking his life on the battlefields 
of Afghanistan and receiving our country’s 
highest award for bravery. An outstanding military 

memoir, packed with tales of multiple tours, accounts of extraordinary 
camaraderie, a reflection on the unseen cost of service, and a testament 
to the idea that anything is possible if you know what you stand for.

Mosul
Ben Mckelvey

HacHette australia  |  tPB $34.99

Mosul is a fascinating investigation of modern 
warfare that reveals the story of the battle for 
Mosul, and the secret involvement of Australians 
on both sides of the war – both our Commandos 
and Australian ISIS fighters. It focuses on the 
stories of key figures like 2 Commando’s Ian 

Turner, and Australia’s most infamous Jihadist, Khaled Sharrouf. 
This is an honest and compelling examination of modern warfare 
and a must-read for anyone interested in modern military history.

Banks
Grantlee Kieza

aBc BooKs   
HB $39.99

Banks is a rich and 
rollicking biography of one 
of the most colourful and 
intriguing characters in 

the history of exploration. He was a man of 
passion whose influences spanned the globe. 
A fearless adventurer, Banks was obsessed 
with the natural world and possessed an 
insatiable thirst for scientific knowledge. 
He was the driving force behind many of the 
great voyages and scientific discoveries around 
the world, and one of the most famous and 
notorious men in England.

The Palace Letters
Professor Jenny 
Hocking

scriBe PuBlications 
tPB $32.99

After a prolonged legal battle, 
Professor Hocking gained 
access to a trove of “Palace 

Letters” between the governor-general and the 
Queen around the dismissal of the Whitman 
government. This book details the private role of 
High Court judges, the queen’s private secretary, 
and then opposition leader, Malcolm Fraser, in 
Kerr’s actions, and the prior knowledge of the 
queen and Prince Charles, examining the intrigue 
and duplicity of one of the most divisive episodes 
in Australia’s political history.

Red Lead
Roland Perry

allen & unwin 
tPB $29.99

When HMAS Perth was 
sunk by the Japanese 
naval forces on 1 March 
1942, of the 681 men 
aboard, 328 survived and 

one cat. Her name was Red Lead. This was 
only the beginning of the terrible trials Red 
Lead and the surviving crew were to face over 
the next three-and-a-half years. From Java to 
Changi and then on the Thai-Burma Railway, 
Red Lead was to act as a companion, mascot 
and occasional protector.

HISTORY & MILITARY
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A Life on Our Planet
David Attenborough

eBury Press 
HB $39.99

At 93, David Attenborough 
has seen and experienced 
things people can only 
dream about and shared 

them with the world. A Life on Our Planet is 
Attenborough’s reflections on his life’s work, 
the dramatic changes to the planet he has 
witnessed, and what we can do to make a 
better future. A legacy-defining book from one 
of one world’s best-known conservationists and 
natural history filmmakers.

The Secret Life of 
Stars: Astrophysics 
for Everyone
Lisa Harvey-Smith

tHaMes & Hudson 
australia  |  HB $34.99

A fun and enjoyable 
introduction to the cosmos, Secret Life of the 
Stars goes beyond the commonly known stars 
to explore some of the Galaxy’s most remarkable 
stars and their attributes -  from pulsars, blue 
stragglers and white dwarfs to cannibal stars and 
explosive supernovae. This book brings to life the 
remarkable personalities of these stars reminding 
readers how fortunate we are to live around a 
stable star, our Sun.

The Climate Cure
Tim Flannery

text PuBlisHinG 
tPB $24.99

Leading conservationist 
Tim Flannery demands 
a new approach to 
Australia’s climate crisis 
in the wake of the 

upheaval of 2020. With this year of mega-fires 
and COVID-19, Flannery presents an up-to-
date plan for how our nation should respond to 
current and future emergencies to ensure the 
protection of our land. Flannery takes to task 
those engaging in denial, as we need to decide 
now between catastrophe and survival.

Dr Karl’s Surfing 
Safari Through 
Science
Dr. Karl Kruszelnicki

aBc BooKs   
PB $35.00

Australia’s favourite 
scientist is back with plenty of weird and 
wonderful facts that will entertain readers 
from 8 to 108. You will soon have answers for 
why it is risky to sharpen a pencil in space, 
why sunsets are red and not blue, and most 
importantly how to make the best coffee. 
Why not find if 5G networks really are causing 
COVID-19, and as a bonus, there are Dr Karl 
holograms in this edition!

The Best Australian 
Science Writing 2020
Sara Phillips (Ed.)

newsoutH PuBlisHinG 
PB $32.99

December release

This annual collection 
of science writing is now in its tenth year 
and continues to present us with the most 
interesting, fascinating and poignant science 
writing of this year. Scientists have tackled 
some unexpected questions in this edition 
that will both entertain and inspire to help us 
understand these unprecedented days around 
us. With a foreword by Nobel laureate and 
immunologist Peter Doherty.

A Human’s Guide  
to the Future
Dr Jordan Nguyen

MacMillan 
australia 
tPB $34.99

Biomedical engineer and 
inventor Jordan Nguyen 
takes us on a journey 

into all types of technologies, already here and 
those to come. A fascinating look at A.I., bionics, 
extended reality, cloud computing. How can we 
make these technologies work for us and the 
betterment of humanity? We are on the cusp of 
the most transformative era in human history, 
making this a must-read for anyone interested 
in innovative emerging technologies.

How Birds Behave
Wenfei Tong

csiro  |  HB $39.99

A fascinating look at 
birds of the world, How 
Birds Behave presents a 
range of behaviours that 
include courtship rituals, 
joint nesting, foraging, 

thievery, nepotism and sabotage. It examines 
the effect of climate on the behaviour of birds 
and explains the habitats and diet choices of 
various species. A thoroughly researched, richly 
illustrated and beautifully photographed book for 
any bird lover.

Is the Moon  
Upside Down?
Greg Quicke

eBury australia 
tPB $29.99

This is the question 
on the tip of Northern 
hemisphere visitors to 
Greg Quicke’s Astro Tours. 

The amateur astronomer shot to fame alongside 
Brian Cox on ABC’s Stargazing Live that 
encouraged us all to lookup more often into the 
night sky. Now impress your family and friends 
with facts gleaned from “Space Gandalf’s” 
easy to follow narrative that will eclipse your 
old school textbook and further enhance your 
appreciation of our galaxy.

Living with the Anthropocene
Cameron Muir, Jenny Newell and  
Kirsten Wehner

newsoutH PuBlisHinG  |  PB $34.99

This is a fabulous collection of essays tackling the 
idea of the Anthropocene, the Age of the Human. 
A collection of diverse writing from many walks, 
scientists, ecologists and farmers and includes 
writers Tony Birch, Delia Falconer, Ellen van Neerven 

and more. These voices explore the Anthropocene and ways we can 
powerfully reimagine the future, expand the influence of Indigenous 
cultures and reconnect our relationships with the rest of the living world.

Ancient Bones
Madelaine Böhme, Rüdiger Braun  
and Florian Breier

scriBe PuBlications  |  tPB $35.00

The discovery of fossilised, twelve-million-
year-old bones in Europe rather than Africa 
by Madelaine Böhme and her team, puts 
into question human evolution as we know 
it. Her passion and knowledge are evident 

and combined with her determination to make the story of scientific 
discovery as exciting for lay readers as her research has been for her, 
it reads like a thrilling detective narrative.

nature & science

The History of the 
World in 100 Animals
Simon Barnes

siMon & scHuster 
HB $49.99

Ever wondered what 
a vaquita is? Or an 
archaeopteryx for that 

matter, and why are these along with 98 other 
animals, considered to have had the most 
significant influence on humanity through the 
ages? Simon Barnes charts the close relationship 
between humans and animals, finding examples 
from around the planet that brings the story of 
life on earth alive. At 480 pages, readers will 
spend hours lost among its pages.
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*Terms and conditions apply.

For your chance to win, purchase a 
copy of Australian Food by Bill Granger 
from your local bookshop and enter the 
competition at www.booksellerschoice.
com.au/competitions.

Competition closes 31 December 2020.

Vegan with Bite
Shannon Martinez

Hardie Grant BooKs  
HB $34.99

Shannon Martinez, of 
Smith and Daughters 
fame, returns with more 

than 80 thoughtful but easy meals (complete 
with shopping tips and cheffy hacks) that 
are guaranteed to take vegan food beyond 
the predictable. Shannon continues her 
mission to show that generous, delicious and 
environmentally sustainable food is entirely 
achievable, and shares her essential kitchen 
larder, a did-you-know guide to ingredients, plus 
advice on leftovers and cutting back on waste.

To Asia With Love
Hetty McKinnon

PluM  |  PB $39.99

Hetty McKinnon is 
beloved for her previous 
cookbooks, including 
Community and 
Neighbourhood. Her 

food is fresh, modern and absolutely delicious, 
and To Asia With Love is no exception. Here, 
McKinnon explores the possibilities of modern 
Asian food, from traditional favourites like laksa 
to more contemporary takes such as miso 
vegemite noodles. Overloaded with vegetables 
and packed with flavour, this is sure to delight 
the foodie in your life.

Cook, Eat, Repeat
Nigella Lawson

cHatto & windus 
HB $49.99

Cook, Eat, Repeat is a 
delicious and delightful 
combination of over 150 
new recipes intertwined 

with narrative essays about food, all written 
in Nigella’s engaging and insightful prose. 
Whether asking ‘What is a Recipe?’ or 
declaring death to the Guilty Pleasure, Nigella’s 
wisdom about food and life comes to the fore, 
with tasty new recipes that readers will want 
to return to over and over again.

FLAVOUR
Yotam Ottolenghi  
and Ixta Belfrage

eBury Press  
HB $55.00

Flavour-forward, 
vegetable-based recipes 
are at the heart of Yotam 

Ottolenghi’s food. Ottolenghi and co-writer Ixta 
Belfrage break down three factors that create 
flavour – process, pairing and produce – and 
offer innovative vegetable dishes that deliver 
brand-new ingredient combinations. Packed with 
colourful signature photography, Flavour not only 
inspires us with what to cook but how flavour is 
enhanced and why it works.

Everyday Fresh
Donna Hay

4tH estate  |  PB $45.00

Donna Hay is back with 
super-fast and super-fresh 
recipes that will make you 

feel nourished and energised. Everyday Fresh 
gives you the foundations to create delicious 
meals packed with flavour with a minimum 
of fuss.  Hay includes plenty of one-pan 
wonders, batch-cooking options, and recipes 
that are adaptable to include your favourite 
ingredients. This will become your go-to  
when you need dinner on the table in a hurry. 

Comida Mexicana
Rosa Cienfuegos

sMitH street BooKs 
HB $45.00

Perfect for the armchair 
traveller, this high design 
cookbook is a work of 
culinary art, overflowing 

with accessible recipes from the streets of 
Mexico. It celebrates the rich, diverse and well-
loved recipes found across the country – from 
breakfast tamales in the thriving metropolis of 
Mexico City, incredible snacks and heartier fare 
like chicharrones, to the tacos found on every 
street corner and sumptuous late-night treats 
like elotes and churros.

Parwana
Durkhanai Ayubi

MurdocH BooKs 
HB $45.00

Afghan restaurant Parwana 
has been renowned for its 
succulent food, colourful 

design and cosy atmosphere for over a decade. 
Now Durkhanai Ayubi, who grew up in Adelaide 
with her parents after they fled Afghanistan in 
1985, shares some of the secrets and stories 
of the family-run restaurant. This cookbook is 
more than recipes as Ayubi takes the reader on a 
geopolitical tour of Afghan history in a celebration 
of her people and culture. 

Australian Food
Bill Granger

MurdocH BooKs 
HB $49.99

In the 20 years since Bill 
Granger published his first 
book of recipes, the world 
has fallen in love with his 

joyfully casual way of eating. His food is packed 
with fresh and local produce, which is invitingly 
global in its flavours and is health conscious but 
never restrictive. Australian Food reflects his 
decades of experience and culinary creativity and 
is the perfect books for both fans and foodies.

Use it All
Alex Elliott-Howery 
and Jaimee Edwards

MurdocH BooKs 
PB $39.99

Buy less, buy whole, use 
it all. From the creators 

of Cornersmith, this practical handbook is an 
invitation to reduce food waste while eating 
generously. It’s a book for people juggling real 
life and trying to make better choices in their 
kitchens. Structured around weekly seasonal 
shopping baskets, it includes more than 230 
recipes with alternative flavour combinations so 
you can adapt a recipe to what you have on hand.

In Praise of Veg
Alice Zaslavsky

MurdocH BooKs   |   HB $59.99

A joyous must-have vegetable 
companion, this comprehensive 
and beautifully designed book 
profiles 50 favourite vegetable 

varieties, offering 150+ recipes. Uniquely organised 
by colour and filled with countless tips on flavour 
combinations, rule-of-thumb buying/storing/cooking 
methods, shortcuts, and veg wisdom from over 50 
of the world’s top chefs, In Praise of Veg, will help 
beginners and avid cooks alike turn a bag of yawns  
or a produce-box surprise into a knock-out meal.

Africola
Duncan Welgemoed

MurdocH BooKs 
HB $49.99

The South African born 
and cult Adelaide chef 

Duncan Welgemoed delivers an energetic, 
butch and fearless approach to cooking. 
The food is prepared and cooked in fire 
and embers. The recipes are an amazing 
array of African inspired veggies, seafood, 
vegetarian and vegan dishes to grilled and 
smoked meats and concluding with the 
most absurdly named cocktails. This is 
punk-rock flavours with attitude.

FOOD

WIN all five 
Murdoch books 
from this guide! 
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Stonefields by  
the Seasons
Paul Bangay

lantern  |  HB $59.99

Paul Bangay’s 
celebrated Victorian 
property, Stonefields, 
has now been under 

his care for 15 years. In Stonefields by the 
Seasons, Paul takes the reader through the 
garden at different times of year to highlight the 
design principles applied and the wide-ranging 
inspirations for his choices. Along the way, he 
gives practical advice on seasonal planting and 
outlines essential quarterly tasks. A beautiful 
contemplation of gardening and its rewards.

Living Outside
Sharon Mackay  
and Diana Snape

tHaMes & Hudson 
australia   
HB $70.00

The Australian garden 
was born mid-20th-century, and gardens 
became outdoor rooms for recreational living. 
The mid-century modern aesthetics has seen a 
revival in recent years and the projects featured 
in Living Outside celebrate and embrace native 
Australian plants and surrounding landscapes. 
From coastal cliffs and expansive grassland to 
tropical forest and even urban neighbourhoods, 
this is a stunning exploration of modernist 
Australian garden design.

The Life & Love  
of the Forest
Lewis Blackwell

tHaMes & Hudson 
australia  
HB $80.00

The latest book in the celebratory Life & Love 
books from bestselling author Lewis Blackwell. 
The Life & Love of the Forest is a rich visual 
tour of the planets most remarkable forests. 
Blackwell takes us on a fascinating journey 
with evocative essays and insightful captions, 
exploring the developing science and curious 
histories of everything from microscopic life 
through to the largest living things on the  
planet–our incredible trees and forests.

Best Day Walks 
Australia
Lonely Planet

PB $34.99

Lonely Planet Best Day 
Walks Australia is the 
most comprehensive 
guide to walking in 
Australia and a perfect 

resource for those planning to explore Australia 
on foot. With colour maps and images 
throughout it offers essential information to 
60 escapes into nature–from just a couple 
of hours to a full day, from easy to hard. 
Stroll vine-striped hillsides, discover hidden 
coastlines or explore the Outback. Get to the 
heart of Australia and begin your journey now!

Gourmet Trails 
Australia and  
New Zealand
Lonely Planet

HB $39.99

Crafted by Lonely 
Planet’s expert food and 
travel writers, Gourmet 

Trails Australia and New Zealand offers a 
journey to 40 of the most unforgettable food 
and drink experiences down under including 
Tasmania’s Bruny Island, Western Australia’s 
Margaret River, and Auckland In New Zealand. 
With accompanying maps, a selection of 
gorgeous photographs and an emphasis on local 
foodie culture, specialities, and traditions, this 
is the quintessential guide to wining and dining 
throughout Oceania.

The Kinfolk Gardens
John Burns

worKMan 
HB 59.99

Kinfolk Magazine 
launched in 2011 
and since then has 
established itself in 

an international community of inspiring and 
influential creatives. In The Kinfolk Gardens, the 
creators are focusing on 30 homes around the 
globe that aim to bring nature into the home 
and explore the home and garden as integral 
for work, play and inspiration. An aspirational 
guide with practical insights into fostering our 
creativity at home and in the garden.

My Suburban Farm
Ainslee Costa

affirM Press  |  HB $35.00

Following on from her popular Instagram 
account, Costa has brought all the information 
you need about the joys of rural life while you 
still live in the city! Not just growing your veggies 
and raising chickens, this book is a celebration 
of all things home-made from candles to pottery, 

plus delicious recipes. You don’t have to leave home to have a tree-change 
and enjoy the satisfaction of being creative and appreciating the rustic.

Home by Natural Harry
Harriet Birrell

Hardie Grant BooKs   |   HB $34.99

Home takes us on a journey through every 
room of the house, providing us with DIY 
recipes and tips and tricks that allow us to 
ditch the supermarket and create our own 
sustainable, cheaper and healthier alternatives. 
From homemade coconut yoghurt to cleaning 

products to foaming hand wash, this book shows us how joyful it can be 
to reject brands and take a more natural approach to the home.

The Perfect Shot
Lonely Planet

HB $44.99

December release

Revealing the best of Lonely Planet’s travel 
photography from across the globe, this pictorial 
does more than display beautiful photographs 
of classic scenes and locations. Photographers 

share the backstories of how they got the perfect shot, making this 
an inspirational book for travelers and photographers. From off-the-
map locations barely touched by tourism to iconic cityscapes, you’ll be 
transported on a photographic journey all around the world.

Plantopedia 
Lauren Camilleri and Sophia Kaplan

sMitH street BooKs  |  HB $59.99

Plantopedia is the perfect guide for novice 
gardeners and houseplant enthusiasts alike. 
It is full of helpful tips and hints to grow your 
indoor garden and keep your plants happy 
and healthy. Along with photographs, there 
are lovely botanical illustrations. With over 

130 varieties of greenery, including cacti and succulents, you will 
discover new favourites to add to your home.

outdoor living
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We hope you enjoy this selection of handpicked titles from the 2020-21 Kids' Reading Guide. 
For more great kids books visit kidsreadingguide.com.au.

Sing Me the 
Summer
Jane Godwin and 
Alison Lester (illus)

affirM Press 
HB $24.99

Jane Godwin and Alison Lester are 
powerhouses of Australian kids’ literature, 
and together they are unstoppable! This 
new book is a beautiful ode to the changing 
Australian seasons and the importance of 
time spent outdoors together with the ones 
you love. A classic in the making! 

Hello Jimmy!
Anna Walker

Puffin  |  HB $24.99

A very sweet and 
touching story about 
a little boy called Jack 
and his relationship 
with his father. With 

her stunning illustrations and simple text, 
Anna Walker says it best with her dedication 
“for the child who feels lost, may you feel 
found and know you are loved.” 

We Love  
You Magoo
Briony Stewart

Puffin  |  HB $19.99

Magoo is a lovable 
and fun-loving family 
dog, but he is still 

learning the rules–he takes food from the 
table and rolls in the mud. Young children will 
delight in the rhyming adventures of Magoo and 
everyone will join in shouting ‘No! Magoo! This 
is for you’. Perfect for toddlers.

The Unwilling 
Twin
Freya Blackwood

HarPercollins 
australia   
HB $24.99

This charming story is all about sibling 
love. With her fabulous illustrations, Freya 
Blackwood captures the innocent yet cheeky 
bond between twins Jules and George, who 
are the same in every way. They play, do yoga 
together and after a long hot day at the beach 
and a disagreement, can’t stay mad at each 
other for long!

How to be a  
Real Ballerina
Davina Bell and  
Jenny Lovlie (illus)

little Hare  
HB $24.99

If you have a budding ballerina who wants 
to know what really goes on in ballet class, 
then this is the perfect book from pinning 
up unruly hair in a bun to finding out that the 
barre is not to be played on like monkey bars. 
The good news is that all the hard work is 
worthwhile when it comes to the excitement 
of performing on stage.

Howl
Kat Patrick and Evie 
Barrow (illus)

scriBBle  |  HB $24.99

It’s been one of those 
days for Maggie when 
nothing goes right, and 

everything seems to be wrong. By bedtime, 
the moon is bright, and she is feeling wolfish, 
but she’s not alone, her mum is feeling strange 
as well. It’s nothing a little howl and prowl 
around the garden won’t fix. This story about is 
about coping with big feelings, and a wonderful 
reminder of the power of connection when we’re 
having a difficult day, and how much better we 
can feel if we let ourselves be wild for a moment. 

What Zola Did on Wednesday
Melina Marchetta

Puffin  |  PB $12.99

Every day of the week is an adventure for Zola in 
this delightful new series. On Monday Zola and 
her Nonna work together in the community veggie 
patch and on Tuesday Zola finds herself in a spot of 
bother when she tries to help with Nonna’s knitting. 
Gentle heartwarming stories with multicultural 
themes perfect for beginner readers.

Tiger, Tiger, Burning Bright!
Fiona Waters and Britta Teckentrup 
(illus)

nosy crow  |  HB $49.99

A wonderful collection of animal poems, set 
across 365 days of the year, showcasing 
poetry from across the globe, including 
several Australia poets and animals. 

Accompanied by the stunning illustrations of Britta Teckentrup, this 
is sure to become a treasured keepsake for all ages and one to read 
from again and again.

The Odds
Matt Stanton

aBc BooKs  |  PB $14.99

Kip’s quiet world is turned upside down when 
all her favourite characters from TV, comics and 
books suddenly come to life. An imaginative, 
touching and hilarious story about belonging, 
this is an exciting new illustrated series from the 
bestselling author of Funny Kid.

Skunk and Badger
Amy Timberlake and Jon Klassen (Illus)

a&u cHildren’s  |  PB $22.99

Badger, is a reclusive rock scientist doing 
“Important Rock Work” in his Aunt Lula’s 
borrowed brownstone. One day he opens the 
door to find a gregarious skunk who is to be 
his new housemate—an absolutely charming 
story of how this quintessential odd couple 

must learn to get along despite their differences. 

JUNIOR FICTION

PICTURE BOOKS
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CBCA BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2020

Hollowpox: The Hunt for Morrigan Crow
Jessica Townsend

HacHette australia  |  PB $17.99

After passing the test of loyalty, Morrigan and her fellow 
members of Unit 919 will now begin to learn the art of 
Containment and Distraction, one of the most critical 
roles of the Wundrous Society. But there is a mysterious 
virus that is infecting the Wunimals, removing their soul 
and leaving them vicious Unimals. If only Morrigan could 
control wunder rather than it controlling her, 
maybe she could find a cure.

Stolen Prince of Cloudburst
Jaclyn Moriarty

a&u cHildren’s  |  HB $22.99

Esther Mettlestone-Staranise is looking 
forward to another year at Katherine Valley 
Boarding School. But when she gets 
there, she finds that her new teacher is 
rumoured to be an Ogre, two mysterious 
students have joined the school, and one 

of Esther’s classmates is an undercover Spellbinder. And that’s 
only the beginning. Can Esther save her family, her school and 
possibly her entire world?

The Boy, the Wolf  
and the Stars
Shivaun Plozza

Puffin   |  PB $16.99

Twelve-year-old Bo and 
his pet fox Nix live in 
the land of Ulv, a world 
cloaked in Darkness every 
twelve hours. Bo is set 

the task of breaking this curse by finding the 
three magical keys that will return the Stars 
to the sky. A fantasy adventure with a terrific 
cast of characters that will have readers wholly 
captivated right through the end of the quest.

Bindi
Kirli Saunders and  
Dub Leffler (illus)

MaGaBala  |  HB $16.99

Bindi lives in a small 
country town and loves 
horses, hockey and art. 
Bindi’s town is devastated 

by a bushfire, and the novel gentle encourages 
young readers to practice environmental 
awareness. With beautiful black-and-white 
illustrations by the incredible Dub Leffler, this 
delightful verse novel seamlessly interweaves 
Gundungurra and English words.

Pierre’s Not There
Ursula Dubosarsky and 
Christopher Nielsen 
(illus)

a&u cHildren’s 
PB $16.99

A fun, magical read 
from the Australian 

Children’s Laureate, in which Lara discovers 
an old puppet theatre and a lost boy who 
must find his way to his grandmother. 
Several chapters written in play script lend 
themselves beautifully to shared reading, 
and children will love the stage directions 
and opportunities to voice the characters.

The Grandest 
Bookshop in the 
World
Amelia Mellor

affirM Press 
PB $19.99

Step back in time to 
1893 and the magical 
days of Coles Book 

Arcade. Can Pearl and Vally Cole save their 
Pa and his beloved arcade from the sinister 
Obscurosmith? There are codes to break and 
puzzles to solve in a tense race against time if 
they are to succeed. Highly entertaining!

We Are Wolves
Katrina Nannestad

aBc BooKs  
HB $19.99

Liesl lives in East 
Prussia, proud to be 
German, as brave 
soldiers march off to 

war to win glorious victories for the Fuhrer. 
But her opinion changes when a telegram 
comes saying her father is missing in action. 
Soon after, the Russians break through the 
Eastern Front, and Liesl’s family must flee.  
A story of courage and resilience that will stay 
with you long after reading the last page.

Zoe, Max and the 
Bicycle Bus
Steven Herrick

uQP  |  PB $16.99

Follow the kids of 5D in 
this uplifting verse novel 
as they ride to school in a 
bicycle bus. Encouraged 

by their teacher and Mr Bertoldi the lollipop 
man, this group of diverse individuals discover 
the joy of safely cycling in a group while caring 
for each other, the environment and the future.

The Little Wave
Pip Harry
uQP   |   PB $16.95

Winner of The CBCA Book  
of the Year: Younger Readers

This is How We  
Change the Ending
Vikki Wakefield

text   |   PB $19.99

Winner of The CBCA Book  
of the Year: Older Readers

My Friend Fred
Frances Watts  
and A. Yi (illus)
a&u cHildren’s  
HB $19.99

Winner of The CBCA Book of the Year:  
Early Childhood

I Need a Parrot
Chris McKimmie

ford street PuBlisHinG   
PB $16.95; HB $24.95

Winner of The CBCA  
Picture Book of the Year

Young Dark  
Emu: A Truer History
Bruce Pascoe
MaGaBala   |   HB $24.99

Winner of The Eve Pownall Award

Baby Business
Jasmine Seymour

MaGaBala   |   HB $24.99

Winner of The CBCA Award 
for New Illustrator 

MIDDLE FICTION
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Future Girl
Asphyxia

a&u cHildren’s 
PB $24.99

Piper’s mum wants her 
to be ‘normal’, to pass as 
hearing and get a good job. 
But when peak oil hits and 
Melbourne lurches towards 

environmental catastrophe, Piper has more 
important things to worry about, such as how to 
get food. Produced as the art journal of sixteen-
year-old Piper, Future Girl is a visual extravaganza 
of text, paint, collage and drawings, woven into a 
deeply engaging coming-of-age story.12+

The Left-Handed 
Booksellers of 
London
Garth Nix

a&u cHildren’s 
PB $24.99

Think Neil Gaiman meets 
Ben Aaronovitch by way of 

Douglas Adams with an inkling of Terry Pratchett, 
and you have a sliver of an idea what you’re 
in for with this astounding gem of a novel. It’s 
a fun, funny, fast-paced adventure with Garth 
Nix’s signature incredible world-building. This is 
a must-read for book-loving teens. 14+

Catch Me If I Fall
Barry Jonsberg

a&u cHildren’s 
PB $16.99

Ashleigh and Aiden are 
identical twins, living a 
sheltered life in Sydney 
with their mum and dad, 
but it’s not Sydney as we 

know it. The Delatour twins are living in the 
future where wild weather can cause havoc at 
any moment, animals are all extinct, and food is 
scarce. Slowly they begin to question everything 
they’ve ever believed about themselves, their 
parents, and the world around them. 

This One is Ours
Kate O’Donnell

uQP  |  PB $19.99

A sweet coming of age 
story that earnestly 
explores art, culture, 
politics and big ideas. 
When 16-year-old aspiring 
artist Sofie goes on 

exchange to Paris, she expects to be immersed 
in French art and culture, but she also gains 
insights about her desire to be involved in 
something bigger than herself. 14+

Before the Beginning
Anna Morgan

HacHette australia 
PB $19.99

Another brilliant coming 
of age story from Anna 
Morgan for teens. This 
is the story of a young 
girl finding direction and 

strength on the cusp of adulthood on her 
schoolies holiday. Grace, her brother Casper 
and his friends meet the beguiling Sierra who 
may not be all that she seems.

The Reckless Afterlife 
of Harriet Stoker
Lauren James

walKer  |  PB $18.99

Harriet is finishing her 
college photography 
assignment in a long-
abandoned building, one 

misstep, and she falls to her death. When she 
awakes her afterlife begins, filled with a group 
of ghosts, some friendly, some not, and each 
with special power. This book is filled with 
chilling and sometimes unlikeable characters.  
It is a twisty, original and clever story.

The Illustrated 
Encyclopaedia  
of Dangerous 
Animals
Sami Bayly

HacHette 
australia HB $32.99 

This breathtakingly beautiful illustrated 
encyclopaedia features more than sixty of 
the most deadly and dangerous animals from 
across the world. You will learn interesting 
facts about these fascinating species 
such as how they have adapted to survive 
and whether we should be threatened by 
these animals or appreciate them for their 
incredible features—the perfect way to learn 
about science and nature.

Australia’s Wild 
Weird Wonderful 
Weather
Stephanie Owen 
Reeder and Tania 
McCartney (illus)

national liBrary 
of australia   
HB $24.99

Explore all facets of Australia’s extraordinary 
weather in this fascinating book. Discover 
how we forecast and measure weather, about 
our climate and its extremes, and be amazed 
by quirky weather facts. With fun and vibrant 
illustrations this engaging book will have 
everyone in the family wanting to know about 
the science of weather.

Explore Your World:  
Deep Dive into 
Deep Sea
Tim Flannery

Hardie Grant 
cHildren’s  
HB $26.99

Tim Flannery, one of 
Australia’s leading scientists, is back with a 
new book about the amazing world under 
the sea. Dive down deep to the bottom of 
the ocean and learn about all the weird and 
wonderful life there–from Goblin Sharks to 
Vampire Squid there is so much to discover.

The Book of Mythical Beasts  
and Magical Creatures
Stephen Krensky

dK cHildren’s  |  HB $34.99

An Illustrated compendium of mythical beasts 
which details the country each beast originates 
from and is celebrated or feared. From Ancient 
Greece to the indigenous tribes of Australia, 

this is the only kids’ guide that tells you the history behind the 
mythology. Perfect for fans of Harry Potter and other fantasy tales.

The Human Body Survival Guide
George Ivanoff

Puffin  |  HB $24.99

Your body is really GROSS — but also pretty 
AWESOME! What’s the biggest organ in 
the human body? Does your hair continue to 
grow after you die? The Human Body Survival 
Guide has the facts and advice you need to 

survive living in your body and will take you on a weird and wonderful 
journey, and teach you just how unique and complex your body is.

YOUNG ADULT
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The Illustrated 
World of Couture
Megan Hess

Hardie Grant 
BooKs  |  HB $60.00

Worn by only a handful 
of people worldwide, 

couture still has incredible influence, even 
beyond the traditional boundaries of fashion. 
In this lavishly unique collection, Megan takes 
us into the world of detail and inspiration that 
define the couture experience. She introduces 
us to generations of creators who conceive 
these fantastical garments, the collectors who 
treasure them, and the extravagant shows 
that bring it all to life.

High-Grade Living
Jacqui Lewis and 
Arran Russell

tHaMes & Hudson 
australia 
HB $49.99

This could be the book 
we all need during the 

crazy year that is 2020. A beautiful package 
filled with guidance on how to shift from 
stressed, anxious and overwhelmed to 
creative, grounded and happy. The beautiful 
photography and wise words within lead us to 
an understanding of how a firm foundation in 
meditation can benefit all areas of our life.

MMXX: Two Decades 
of Architecture in 
Australia
Cameron Bruhn

tHaMes & Hudson 
australia  |  PB $80.00

The first two decades of 
the 21st century have arguably produced some 
of the most significant and diverse architecture 
in Australia. MMXX is a finely executed 
celebration of excellence and innovation in all 
types of architectural endeavour – from houses 
in the landscape; to skyline-shaping office and 
residential towers; and community enriching 
urban infrastructure. Showcasing 59 acclaimed 
projects, the book features work by more than 
100 practices and ten essays by leading thinkers.

A Century of Colour 
in Design
David Harrison

tHaMes & Hudson 
australia 
HB $39.99

With a beautifully 
minimalist design, this 

well-priced coffee table book will suit any 
furniture fiend or object aficionado. David 
Harrison takes us through 100 years of 
colourful design from textiles to teapots, 
profiling makers and movements along the 
way. Take a look at 20th-century history 
through a kaleidoscopic lens as shifts in 
technology and production allowed designers 
to experiment with colour in previously 
inconceivable ways.

A Brush with Birds
Richard Weatherly

exPlore australia 
HB $60.00 

Ornithologist and 
passionate environmental 
artist Richard Weatherly 
takes us on a visual 

journey through 50 years of travelling the 
world observing and painting birds and 
their natural habitats. In A Brush with Birds, 
Richard accompanies his stunning paintings 
and sketches with fascinating insights, 
anecdotes and knowledge gathered through 
his commitment to wildlife conservation. 
This luxurious volume celebrates the exquisite 
artworks and incredible life of one of the 
world’s finest bird painters.

The Art & Science  
of Foodpairing
Peter Coucquyt

MitcHell Beazley 
HB $55.00

The co-founder and chef 
of Foodpairing brings us 

an exquisite book that explains why the food 
combinations we love work so well together. 
Boasting ten times more pairings than any 
other book on flavour, Foodpairing delves 
deep into the unexpected, opening up a world 
of delicious pairings. Scientifically explained, 
Foodpairing will transform the way we eat 
and think about flavour.

Blue Water Classics
Wilson and Pearson

eVerytHinG eVerytHinG   |   HB $59.99

This visually stunning book on the Sydney 
Hobart Yacht Race will become a collector's 
item for anyone who has an interest in the race. 
Andrew Wilson's amazing array of intimate 
portraits of some of the legends of the race, 
including owners, crew and administrators are 

backed by extensive interviews from race media manager Di Pearson. 
With 520 pages of content and some truly remarkable photographs, 
this is one of the best yachting reads on the market.

The Beach
Brian Simmonds

freMantle Press   |   HB $35.00

Australians have a special relationship with the 
beach; evoking memories of summer holidays 
and all the joy and enchantment they bring. 
The beach occupies that space between the 
sea and the land, where you can witness the 

relentless power of the ocean, and yet simultaneously, its meditative 
tranquillity. Brian Simmonds has captured this sentiment with his 
pastel and pencil illustrations married with poetry and prose by  
well-known Australian writers.

Still Life:  
1000 Piece Puzzle
Alice Oehr

Boxed set $29.99

The Raconteur:  
1000 Piece Puzzle
Ilya Milstein

Boxed set $29.99

Animorphia: 
1000 Piece Puzzle
Kerby Rosanes

Boxed sets $32.99
December release

La Buena Vida:  
1000 Piece Puzzle
Ana Hard

Boxed set $29.99

Diverse Women: 
1000-Piece Puzzle
Rachael Sarra

Boxed set $29.99

PUZZLE FUN
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The books in this guide have been  
chosen and reviewed by Australia's  
leading booksellers, members of the 
Australian Booksellers Association.

Love, Clancy
Richard Glover

ABC BOOKS  |  PB $29.99

Clancy, a delightful puppy-in-training living in the 
city, writes regularly to his parents back in the bush. 
Clancy doggedly tries to train his humans, with 
occasional success. There are some pitfalls along the 
way – the Great Ham Incident (whatever happened 

to innocent until proven guilty?) and boring human talk of lockdown and self-
isolation, resulting in less free time for Clancy during the day. 

Christmas Tales
William McInnes

HACHETTE AUSTRALIA   |   TPB $32.99

William McInnes has penned another of his very 
Australian, very witty books. Christmas Tales is 
stories from Australian Christmases past, in which 
William mines his own hilarious family tales for us 
to escape into. Here we have a simpler time,  
a mask free Christmas with all the trimmings. 

GREAT GIFTS

Best Australian 
Political Cartoons 
2020
Russ Radcliffe, Ed.

SCRIBE PUBLICATIONS 
PB $32.99

Sometimes laughter is the best medicine, and 
we sure need a healthy dose of that in 2020. 
Remember the more innocent time of loo 
paper shortages and sports rorts? Take a look 
back over the year that you couldn’t make up 
with trusted satirists including Cathy Wilcox, 
Alan Moir and John Kudelka. If you don’t 
laugh, you’ll cry... so why not chose laughter?

The Scomo  
Diaries
Tosh Greenslade

PENGUIN  |  PB $22.99

Just how good is Scomo? 
Our nation’s great leader 
tells all in this captivating 
(and completely unofficial) 
diary, as told to Mad as 

Hell’s Tosh Greenslade and cartoonist Andrew 
Weldon. These are the unofficial chronicles of 
Scotty’s first 18 months in his new role as head 
honcho of the largest marketing firm in the 
country – the Australian Federal Government. 

At Home Within
Meredith Gaston

HARDIE GRANT 
BOOKS  |  HB $22.99

December release

In this beautiful book, 
Australian artist 

Meredith Gaston will show you how to 
nurture your inner world with kindness and 
compassion. The affirmations and inspirations 
in the ten chapters will assist you to create 
positive change within and transform your 
perceptions of the world around you too. 

Bees and Their 
Keepers
Lotte Möller

MACLEHOSE PRESS 
HB $45.00

The perfect gift, this is a 
beautifully illustrated and 
thoroughly engaging cultural 

history of beekeeping. Packed with anecdotes, 
humour and enriching historical detail, beekeeper 
and garden historian Lotte Möller explores 
the activities inside and outside the hive while 
charting the bees’ natural order and habits. 

Nothing Much 
Happens
Kathryn Nicolai

ALLEN & UNWIN 
PB $29.99

Already beloved by podcast 
listeners across the world, 

the stories in Nothing Much Happens explore 
and expose small sweet moments of joy and 
relaxation. Kathryn Nicolai uses her decades of 
experience as a meditation and yoga teacher and 
creates a world for the reader to slip into, one 
rich in sensory experience that quietly teaches 
mindfulness and self-compassion.

To My Country
Ben Lawson

ALLEN & UNWIN 
HB $29.99

December release

Being an Aussie ex-pat 
and spending Christmas 

2019 away from family and friends in Australia, 
actor Ben Lawson watched in horror as his 
homeland was devastated by bushfires. Moved 
by the unfolding destruction, he penned an ode 
to Australia. Accompanied by Bruce Whatley 
illustrations, this is a beautiful heartfelt reflection 
of what it means to be Australian. Proceeds go 
to the Koala Hospital.

Best 
Political Cartoons 
2020
Russ Radcliffe, Ed.

SC

Sometimes laughter is the best medicine, and 

the stories in Nothing Much Happens




